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Northern Ireland  Dr. Esther Harper  esther.harper@western.hscni.net
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Laid up with the heaviest cold I have had 

NHS workers that took up the opportunity 

up to date on the RCPCH website!!

thunder clouds do indeed have a silver 

lot out there in the ether of the “world wide 

internet over the holiday to see what else 

project to coincide with the London 

and the spirit of participation and doing 

Fol lowing the introduction of the 
Universal Newborn Hearing Screening 

the work of our colleagues in the British 
Association of Teachers of the Deaf 

appreciated support of advertisers in the 
world of audiology in the production of 

and they will be looking for interested 

health to work together to reach those 

at their stand at the London Conference 

of you took the opportunity to register as 

Editorial-Stocking Fillers
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Despite cuts in public services Paediatric 

such as the BSA and BAAP asking 

2 newsletters a year this is not really 

that we can ensure that you receive all 

BAAP continues work on clinical coding 

continues and BAPA regularly liaises with 

joint responses have been:

the situation was about training and 
replacing those retiring

BAPA and BAAP are cont inuing 

Paediatrics about training for Paediatric 

any SpR who wants to train in paediatric 

BAPA will be holding a workshop for 

entitled  “Why don’t these children wear 

audiology and I have written an article on 

Jane Lyons,

Chair report for Audiens September 2011

has kindly agreed to his article being re-

Happy reading during the holidays and 

yet another successful addition to your 

Jeanette Nicholls

Newsletter Editor
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BAPA contributed to the BACCH Annual 

workshop entitled:

Why don’t these deaf children wear their 
hearing aids?

Gill Painter and I discussed how best to 

workshops so that delegates could 

we wanted to reinforce was that our 
colleagues should enquire if a hearing 
aided child attends their clinic without 

encourage good hearing aid use at every 

followed by the 2 scenarios and notes on 

Workshop introduction

In paediatric audiology we now have 

and how we as professionals working 

the issues around children not wearing 

Scenario One

9 month old Asian girl, AB

Her father has been educated in 

little English 

hearing screening following bilateral 

Diagnostic testing indicates a severe 

6 weeks
Parents say she wears the hearing 

of the deaf visits

On visiting the audiology clinic data-
logging of the hearing aids indicates 

What do you think are the issues here?

Discussion notes:

Family acceptance
Cultural issues, blame and guilt
Are the hearing levels accurate?
Has the extended family had information 

and support?
Bilingual support
Cochlear implant deadline
How do we support the family? Role for 

community paediatrician and other 
professional in encouraging hearing 
aid use.

Maternal depression

aids
ENT surgeons who say it is glue ear

11th October 2011
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Does the mother understand – 
interpreter, support worker

Ensure aids are working:

Cosmesis
Belief in and understanding of the 

results
Maternal depression
Teacher of the deaf
Professionals
Support groups
Nursery
Understanding of use
Does the baby cry with hearing aids
Extended family – imperfect child
Denial of hearing loss
Interpreters – don’t use family members
No experience of hearing aids
Mother alone during the day
Pulling out hearing aids and putting 

them in the mouth
Importance of hearing aids for language 

and cochlear implants
Family want to seek a cure for hearing 

loss
Relevant information in a language and 

way the family can understand
Family history of hearing loss and bad 

experience
Safeguarding – f inely balanced 

judgement
Aided levels
Teacher of the deaf experienced in the 

early years
Home visits

Scenario Two

13 year old boy, YZ, 

frequency sensorineural hearing loss
He has worn hearing aids consistently 

weekends
He says he can hear well enough 
without his hearing aids

At school he sits at the back of the 
class with his friends and is average 

not use hearing aids

What do you think are the issues here?

Discussion notes:

Parental support
Hearing aid use never fully established
Peer pressure
BTE as opposed to ITE hearing aids, 

Sports – rugby, swimming

Mishears in clinic
Role model
Teenage rebellion – might not want to 

hear

high
Radio aids
Family attitude
Lip-reading
Information
Teacher of the Deaf  support
Parental support – hearing aid for father
On a loser!
Career aspirations

Jane Lyons

BAPA Chairperson

Disclaimer

The views expressed in this newsletter are 

not necessarily the views held by the British 

Association of Paediatricians in Audiology
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The BAPA annual conference was held 

Delegates attending the conference

7 Speakers

Summary of overall evaluation of the 
conference for CPD.

The overall evaluation of the conference 

scoring 3-4 indicating the conference was 

and effectiveness for cpd purposes were 
as follows:-

1 = Ineffective - (learned nothing 
relevant to my practice)

for me to modify my practice)

consider modifying my practice after 
seeking more information)

4 = Very effective - (will plan to modify 
my practice in a major way)

“Let’s debate newborn hearing 

screening”  An open forum session

session took place in the afternoon as a 

ask and debate the universal newborn 

questions were discussed because of 

Evaluation of BAPA London Conference January 28th 2011
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Subject Question

Is there any evidence that parents and 
professionals are reluctant to seek referral if a 

in diagnosis of later onset hearing loss?

screen passes but who later develop deafness?

have a unilateral loss and  then go on to develop 
a bilateral loss?

The screen identifies babies with congenital 

Is this  a role for school screening?

parents perspective
How do we support parents through the period of 
“audiological uncertainty” and diagnostic process?

children
What evidence supports targeted review?

“at risk” groups? 

Do these children go on to develop hearing loss?

Are babies who refer on OAE but pass on AABR 
at higher risk of developing subsequent hearing 
loss?

ANSD:What has been learnt so far?

What are the research priorities?

based screening for coverage/follow-up/age at 

Are there other qualitative differences between 

views  

How do costings work out taking into account all 
of the above factors?
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Subject Question

Children
Has the introduction of a newborn hearing 

2 What is being done by audiology leads to 

Cinderella specialty

4 What about licensing and revalidation for 

5 Should there further definitive guidance 

Are children being referred early enough?

Which children with ansd should have ci

when?

Services are encouraged to offer routine 
investigations into the cause of a baby’s deafness 
early after diagnosis; is it acceptable for the uptake 
of these to be “parent led”?

guidelines?
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Subject Question

habilitation? How can we encourage and ensure 
joint working between different services to give 

habilitation provided through Education services

process
What effect will changes in the QA process have 

now doing unannounced visits not questionnaires!

Has NHSP had any positive spin offs not originally 
predicted?

What are the operational and research issues for 

Suggestions for future meetings:-

genetic advances
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Genera l  commen ts  abou t  t he 
conference:-

 

answer session-good questions but 

answers too woolly!!!

as always

Evaluation of conference 

presentations 

“interesting”

need: an ENT perspective

have listened for longer”

authoritive” “good update”
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too ‘high brow’ very relevant” “really 

presentation”

Artwork to be sent to the Editor:

Prices for inserts:

focused on English practice”

“not all the data was presented clearly but 
it was a very good session”

Summary

suggests that the objectives of the 

Such a high rate of feedback response 

Thank you to all who helped on the day 

Jane Dalzell

Meetings Secretary
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Could your patient’s symptoms be clues to a more serious problem?

 

2

leading to a heterogeneous disorder characterized by a constellation of progressive 
2

2

2

Signs and Symptoms

3 There is 

Dr Christian Hendriksz

Birmingham Children’s Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
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Diagnosis and Testing

2 For this 

5
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In the UK and Ireland there are specialist centres who can advise you on what to do 

Support and Advice

 

 

 

 

 
   Tel: 0207 829 8778
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   Tel: 0207 472 6409

 

 

Wales: Cardiff; University Hospital of Wales 
   Tel: 0292 074 6752

Scotland: Glasgow;  Royal Hospital for Sick Children 

 

   Royal Victoria Hospital for Sick Children 

Dublin:  Children’s University Hospital 

   Our Lady’s Hospital for Sick Children 
   Tel: Contact Children’s University Hospital

mps@mpssociety.co.uk

MPS Society.,MPS House

Repton Place

Amersham, Bucks HP7 9LP

Tel: 0845 389 9901

1 MPS 1: Management and Guidelines.  Joesph Muenzer, James E. Wraith et al.  Paediatrics 2009; 

123;19-29

2 Clinical presentation and follow up of patients with the attenuated phenotype of MPS 1.  Suresh 

3. http://www.aldurazyme.com

4 MPS Signs and Symptoms Brochure – Genzyme Corporation

5.Mucopolysaccharidosis Type I. Lorne A Clarke. Gene Reviews
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we will be updating what is available 

the subject will be deafness and Down 

detailed look at the Down’s care pathway 
that is being produced in the region in the 
afternoon which will be open to all our 

Education Resource Centre at the 

only ask for contributions to cover the 

Well with both those dates now in your 

interesting talk on unilateral hearing loss 

Jeanette Nicholls

Associate Specialist 

Scottish Regional report

I was elected chair of BAPA Scotland at 

been Secretary of BAPA Scotland and 

continue as Treasurer and Secretary 
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“Ears tae us; wha’s like us?”*Paediatricians 
in Audiology; a Scottish Perspective 
(*Translation; Here’s to us; who’s like us?)

investigation guidelines and case 

There were 46 delegates and the 

discussion around practical issues 

Ruth Henderson

provide Care Pathways for the work 

facilitate this it was agreed at BAPA 

point in us all ‘reinventing the wheel’ and 

to invite you to provide any Pathways 
and / or Standards that you use and 
are prepared to share with other BAPA 

asked BAPA for any audiology care 

to be included in the BAPA collection to 

Audiology Care Pathways and Standards

The copy dates for the next editions of Audiens are:

15th March and 15th September 2012

Articles, letters or adverts etc. to the editor by those dates 

please. 

All submissions must at least be typewritten, and 

preferably on disc or by Email.
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The BAPA Annual Prize Rules

 
 

 
which are:

 

to contribute to the training of other professionals working in related 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
30th
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The Amplivox Otowave is ergonomically 

shaped to ensure tympanometry can be 

completed quickly, and with confi dence 

and accuracy.

Intuitive to use, test results can be printed, 

saved in memory or exported electronically. 

Designed for portability, the Otowave can be 

used for both clinic and mobile requirements.

฀฀s฀  Totally portable

฀฀s฀  Intuitive use

  ฀฀s฀Large graphics display

  ฀฀s฀Programmable refl ex test

฀฀s฀Optional portable printer 

and PC interface

฀฀s฀No external power or 

data cables

Success with
tympanometry

Tel: +44 (0)1865 842411    

E-mail: sales@amplivox.ltd.uk     www.amplivox.ltd.uk

World class solutions for audiological and occupational health requirements
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Every good wish

for a

Happy Christmas

and a

Peaceful New Year


