Feel free to adapt this template letter to suit your style. The below is suggested text, but you may wish to add other parts. The text is primarily written with Labour MPs in mind. However, if your MP belongs to a different political party, we would still encourage you to be in touch. It's important that MPs across the political spectrum understand that there is widespread opposition to policies that seek to harm people and spread division in our communities. Remember, the more personalised the letter is, the bigger the impact. Perhaps you've been concerned by the Reform-style ads by Labour recently, or maybe you've seen or experienced the negative impact that the asylum and immigration systems can have. Maybe you already know your MP and have met them many times before, or this might be the first contact you've had because they're new or because you've never written to an MP.
Dear [insert your MP’s name]
I am writing to you as a constituent to express my dismay at the Border Security, Asylum and Immigration Bill that is currently passing through parliament. As a supporter of Boaz Trust, a charity in Manchester that provides housing and support to individuals with refugee status and those who have been refused asylum, I want to share my concerns about this Bill. 
I am relieved to know that people seeking asylum will no longer be at risk of being removed to Rwanda and that much of the Illegal Migration Act has been repealed. However, I am deeply worried that some of the troubling legislation from the Illegal Migration Act remains, as well as all legislation from the Nationality and Borders Bill, which now includes new criminal offences.
[bookmark: _Hlk191998225]With humanitarian crises around the world spiralling, we need an asylum system that recognises people’s need for protection and safety, as well as their humanity. This Bill does nothing to address the need for safe routes, without which, more people will be forced to continue making desperate journeys across the Channel
While bespoke resettlement schemes have existed – most notably for people from Afghanistan, Ukraine and Hong Kong, no safe routes currently exist for the vast majority of people trying to survive the most catastrophic humanitarian crises.
Furthermore, this Bill makes no mention of legal aid provision, which has been progressively cut over the years. Having access to free, high quality legal advice makes a huge difference in determining whether a person is granted leave to remain. Legal aid cuts have left the North West with the largest deficit in the country between the need for, and the provision of, immigration and asylum legal advice. Individuals must have access to legal aid in order to have their cases considered fairly and fully. 
[bookmark: _Hlk191997876]I am also very concerned by the language that is being used to describe people seeking asylum. Last summer we saw to devastating effect the impact of inflammatory language and rhetoric when hotels accommodating people seeking asylum were set alight and attacked, and organisations supporting sanctuary seekers and refugees were targeted. We need compassionate language and leadership that protects people in need.
The majority of people who claim asylum in the UK will go on to regularise their status. Rather than further criminalising people in need of protection, which this Bill does, we need more investment in ESOL provision and other initiatives that enable people to integrate, the right to work for people waiting for a decision on their asylum claim, and recognition of the various ways that people who seek safety here enrich our society.
We must uphold the right to claim asylum and focus on what we can do collectively, as nations, to develop international solutions and routes to safety.
I urge you to speak out against this Bill and to campaign for a truly modernised, fair and compassionate asylum system.
Yours sincerely
[insert your name and full address] 

