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| Welcome Message |

I am pleased to announce that the next European Congress on Tropical Medicine and Interna-

tional Health will be hosted in Verona, Italy, from 6 to 10 September 2009. This will be the 6th Con-

gress organised under the auspices of the Federation of European Societies for Tropical Medicine 

and International Health (FESTMIH), after Hamburg, Liverpool, Lisbon, Marseille and Amsterdam. 

Italy, whose Southern end is so close to Africa, is a country where “Tropical Medicine” does not 

necessarily refer to diseases occurring abroad. A number of parasitic diseases, ranging from vis-

ceral and cutaneous leishmaniasis to strongyloidiasis, are still endemic in our country. 

Only very recently, in August 2007, an outbreak of a typically “tropical” disease, chikungunya, 

occurred (for the first time in Europe) in Northern Italy, causing more than 200 cases and one 

death, reminding us that vectors and microbes tend to travel without passports or entry visas.  

Just a century ago, in October 1909, the Italian Nobel Price Laureate Camillo Golgi founded the 

“Lega Nazionale contro la malaria”: it took about half of the past century to eradicate malaria 

from Italy: a success which is not only of historical interest, now that malaria eradication is once 

again in the agenda.

This Congress will deal with the classical aspects of Tropical Medicine including basic 

science, diagnostic /therapeutics, clinical tropical medicine and disease control, but In-

ternational Health will not be a minor component, the central focus being on the main 

theme of Equity, Human Rights and Access to Care.

We strongly encourage all interested professionals to seize this opportunity to present their 

research and discuss strategies which can help to reduce inequality, to broaden the access to 

basic health services and to reach the underserved. 

| Welcome Message |

The Congress will also put a great emphasis on Transferability of Research results into actual 

practice. We are interested to discuss how evidence obtained from research is transferred/not 

transferred into actual policy and practice. We will also discuss the North-South gap in health 

research, in all main aspects: space devoted to global health in medical journals; role of re-

searchers from the South in relevant publications; share of research which is actually devoted 

to priority areas; important gaps that remain to be filled in research in tropical medicine and 

international health; difficulties in financing health system research. It will be a challenge to 

all participants to make of this event something more than a “classical” congress: let’s make 

use of this opportunity as a platform for open debate, discussion, proposals of practical and 

evidence-based solutions to the advantage of those who most need them.

We look forward to seeing you in Verona!

         

Zeno Bisoffi,

Congress Chairman

Centre for Tropical Diseases

S. Cuore Hospital, Negrar (Verona)
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| The Organisers || Committees |

Congress Chairman 

Dr. Zeno Bisoffi

Centre for Tropical Diseases

S. Cuore Hospital, Negrar (Verona), Italy

E-mail: zeno.bisoffi@tropicalmed.eu

Local Organising Committee

Fabrizio Abrescia

Mario Affronti

Marco Albonico

Andrea Angheben

Mariella Anselmi

Alessandro Bartoloni

Anna Beltrame

Luigi Bertinato

Pietro Caramello
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Federico Gobbi

Giancarlo Majori
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Alberto Matteelli

Geraldo Monteiro

Giuseppina Napoletano

Luciano Nigro

Mario Peragallo

Eligio Pizzigallo

Giovanni Putoto

Andrea Rossanese

Giorgio Tamburlini

Luciano Venturi

Scientific Committee

Pierre Ambroise Thomas (France)

Martin Boeree (The Netherlands)

Umberto D’Alessandro (Belgium)

Hans V. Hogerzeil (W.H.O.)

Josep Maria Jansa (Spain)

Thomas Junghanss (Germany)

Gunnar Kvale (Norway)

Piero Olliaro (W.H.O.)

Gianni Tognoni (Italy)

Patrick van der Stuyft (Belgium)

Christopher Whitty (United Kingdom)

Jef Van den Ende (Belgium)

Mediterranean Conference Committee

Pierre Ambroise Thomas (France)

Francesco Castelli (Italy)

Eric Caumes (France)

Manuel Corachan (Spain)

Salvatore Geraci (Italy)

José-Luis Pérez-Arellano (Spain)

Mohamed Zribi (Tunisia)

About the Federation of European Socie-

ties for Tropical Medicine and International 

Health

The Federation was founded in 1995 in Ham-

burg, during the first European Congress on 

Tropical Medicine. Fifteen European countries 

are currently represented on the Federation 

Council by their respective national societies. 

Overseas Societies are welcomed as corre-

sponding members.

The objectives of the Federation are to build 

upon the interdisciplinary expertise of the 

national societies in Europe, for developing 

European collaboration and North-South part-

nership towards health development in the 

tropics, in the respect of regional specificities. 

The Federation wants namely to promote har-

monisation of health strategies and recom-

mendations related to developing countries, 

emergency situations and international travel

lers, to seek advice from overseas partners 

for pertinent identification of their health and 

research priorities, to foster the formation in 

the tropics of new scientific societies dealing 

with health sciences, to encourage European 

harmonisation of training in tropical medicine, 

and to organise regular conferences on tropi-

cal medicine and international health in Eu-

rope.

The Federation is in close collaboration with 

the periodical Tropical Medicine and Interna-

tional Health and has established links with 

the European Schools of Tropical Medicine 

(Trop Med Europe).

www.festmih.org



8

www.festmih.org/verona2009 

9

www.festmih.org/verona2009 

| The Organisers | | The Organisers |

About the Italian Society of Tropical 

Medicine (Società Italiana di Medicina 

tropicale – SIMET)

The SIMET is the Italian Society dealing with 

Tropical Medicine and International Health. It 

has about 300 members working in both Italy 

and overseas in Tropical Medicine and related 

fields.

Established in 1983, it is the successor of the 

four previous Societies founded with different 

names, the first one in 1908.  The “tropical 

pathologies”, the “diseases of warm climates”, 

the “exotic diseases” were the disciplines cul-

tivated by the Society’s fellows in the past 

century. In recent years a renewed commit-

ment has been addressed to the promotion 

and implementation of research on relevant 

health issues in the tropical, subtropical and 

Mediterranean areas, and to health coopera-

tion with low income countries. The SIMET is 

a member of the Federation of European So-

cieties of Tropical Medicine and International 

Health (FESTMIH). The Statute of the Soci-

ety is an expression of the current European 

views of Tropical Medicine and International 

Health. The SIMET, with particular reference 

About the Centre for Tropical Diseases, 

S. Cuore Hospital, Negrar, Verona  

The Centre for Tropical Diseases (CTD) and 

the Service of Epidemiology and Labora-

tory for Tropical Diseases were established in 

1989 by the “Fondazione don Giovanni Ca-

labria per le Malattie Tropicali” at Sacro Cuo

re - Don Calabria Hospital, Negrar (Verona), 

Italy. Therefore in the year of the Congress 

the Centre celebrates its 20th Anniversary. 

Despite its recent foundation, the Centre for 

Tropical Diseases has continuously devel-

oped and is now one of the most important 

Italian referral units for tropical diseases. 

Since 1996, both the Centre for Tropical Dis-

eases and the Service of Epidemiology and 

Laboratory for Tropical Diseases, supported 

by the Fondazione, have been involved in 

training programmes and provide many resi-

dential courses. 

The Centre for Tropical Diseases is also one 

of the promoting centres of the “European 

Course in Tropical Epidemiology”, (www.ecte.

org) a residential, intensive training course 

organised as a joint venture of European In-

stitutes for Tropical Medicine. Every year this 

course takes place in a different country: in 

2000 it was held for the first time in Italy, at 

the Centre for Tropical Diseases, and again 

in 2005. The Centre is also part of other Eu-

ropean networks such as TROPEDEUROP (a 

network for training and education in interna-

tional health) as a collaborating centre, and 

TROPNETEUROP (the European network on 

imported infectious and tropical diseases). 

The Service of Epidemiology and Laboratory 

for Tropical Diseases is not only a reference 

lab for parasitology in Italy, but also the centre 

of sample preparation for the Italian Quality 

Control Programme in Parasitology.

The CTD is also involved in cooperation, 

training and research activities both in sub-

Saharan Africa and Latin America.

For further information visit the website: 

www.tropicalmed.eu 

to the legislation that disciplines the bilateral 

and multilateral Italian Cooperation, aims at 

the prevention, diagnosis and care of human 

and animal diseases, and gives great empha-

sis to health education and information, both 

in Italy and in foreign countries, for health 

professionals, workers, travellers and also the 

general population interested in this field.

The SIMET official Journal is the “Giornale 

Italiano di Medicina Tropicale” (Italian Jour-

nal of Tropical Medicine) edited by the actual 

SIMET President, Prof. Giancarlo Majori (Isti-

tuto Superiore di Sanità, Rome).
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| Preliminary Schedule of the 6th ECTMIH 
  and of the Mediterranean Conference on 
  Migration and Travel Health |

Italy is a natural bridge between North and 

South, as well as between Eastern and West-

ern European countries. Formerly a country of 

emigration, Italy now shares with other Medi-

terranean countries the burden of the recent, 

heavy wave of immigration. We found therefore 

opportune to associate to the main Congress 

a first Mediterranean Conference on Migration 

and Travel Health.

The Conference is hosted in the same facilities 

as the main Congress and will run in parallel 

with the latter for two days.

We believe that many themes are transversal 

to both congresses, and particularly so the 

main lens on Equity, Human Rights and Ac-

cess to Care.

Nevertheless, migration and travel health have 

also specific aspects that justify a specific fo-

rum. The health issues raised by immigration 

range from the need to provide an adequate 

access to essential care to the new citizens 

(including undocumented immigrants), to the 

problem of “new” diseases challenging health 

professionals who usually lack specific ex-

perience and training. The so called Travel 

Medicine is also increasingly dealing with a 

new category of immigrant travellers, usually 

referred to as VFR (Visiting Friends and Rela-

tives), who travel back to their home country 

after a variable and often long residence in the 

host country: they are exposed to a higher risk 

than the ordinary European travellers, yet they 

are much more likely to travel with no preven-

tion, often with children born in Europe and 

travelling for the first time.

Registered participants to the Congress will be 

entitled to follow sessions of the Conference, 

too. It is also possible to register to the Confer-

ence only, for a reduced fee: registered dele-

gates will have the option to follow any session 

of the Congress, too, during the two days.   

We look forward to seeing you in Verona!

On behalf of the Scientific Committee:

Francesco Castelli, Director, Post-Graduate School in Tropi-

cal Medicine | University of Brescia and Unit for Tropical and 

Imported Diseases, Hospital of Brescia

|	�Invitation to 1st Mediterranean Conference on 
Migration and Travel Health:  
Verona, Italy, September 8 - 9, 2009 |

The following schedule gives an overview of the main contents of the preliminary programme.

It is designed to allow Congress participants to follow two main possible paths:

a)	� Definite tracks: the main themes are identified by different colours and show the possible 

“vertical” paths (overlapping of sessions within the same track are avoided as much as pos-

sible, but for the Mediterranean Conference)

b)	� The “lens” of the Congress (equity, human rights and access to care) is obviously trans

versal to the different tracks and is particularly stressed in the sessions identified by italic 

characters, allowing a “diagonal” approach through the different tracks: some overlapping 

cannot be avoided.

Details of the contents of each session are available in the preliminary programme.



Sunday, 6 September 2009 Sunday, 6 September 2009
Auditorium Room 1 Room 2 Room 3

Registration is open

Opening Ceremony

Room 4 Room 5 Room 6 Room 7
16:00

16:30

17:00

17:30

18:00

18:30

19:00

19:30

All dates and times are preliminary and subject to change. All dates and times are preliminary and subject to change.

16:00

16:30

17:00

17:30

18:00

18:30

19:00

19:30

12

www.festmih.org/verona2009 

13

www.festmih.org/verona2009 

| Preliminary Schedule of the 6th ECTMIH | | Preliminary Schedule of the 6th ECTMIH |

Track 1 Public Health, Human Rights and Access To Care

Track 2 Malaria

Track 3 HIV and TB

Track 4 Neglected Diseases, Clinical Tropical Medicine, Other Tropical Diseases

Track 5 Child and Reproductive Health

Track 6 Alert / Preparedness

Mediterranean Conference on Migration and Travel Health



All dates and times are preliminary and due to change.

Room 4 Room 5 Room 6 Room 7

Meet the Professor Meet the Professor Meet the Professor

T4 P1
Buruli Ulcer  

T5 P1
Child Health in the 
International Agenda

T6 P1
Haemorragic Fevers.  
Joint session FESTMIH – 
ESCMID

T4 P2
Human African 
Trypanosomiasis

T6 
Workshop on surveillance 
for Emerging Tropical and 
Infectious Diseases

T5 P2 
Reproductive Health and 
Human Rights

T6 
Workshop on surveillance 
for Emerging Tropical and 
Infectious Diseases

T3 Debate Prevention of Mother 
to Child Transmission of HIV: Im-
pact, Ethical Aspects and Equity

T4 Debate Preventive chemo
therapy for control of NTDs: a 
vertical or horizontal approach?

Auditorium Room 1 Room 2 Room 3

Meet the 
Professor

Clinical 
Session

Meet the Professor

T1 Plenary
Building a Common 
Framework on Human 
Rights, Equity and Access 
to Care

Coffee Break

T1 P1
Removing Barriers to
Access to Quality Care:
Successes and Failures

T2 P1
Severe Malaria. 
From basic knowledge to 
new therapeutic approaches

T3 P1
HIV 
Treatment

Poster Display / Lunch Break

T2 Main 
Availability & Affordability 
of ACTs

T1 Workshop
Global Initiatives for Health 
Related MDG (Norwegian 
Forum)

T3 P2
MDR-XDR TB Threat

Coffee Break

T2 P2
Antimalarial Treatments: 
Registration & Beyond

T1 Round Table 
The North-South Differences 
in Medical Publishing: 
Time for an Action?

T4 Workshop Poverty, Inequity 
and Bacterial Resistance. Joint 
Session FESTMIH - ESCMID

T3 P3
The Challenge of 
smear-negative TB

Monday, 7 September 2009Monday, 7 September 2009

08:00

08:30

09:00

09:30

10:00

10:30

11:00

11:30

12:00

12:30

13:00

13:30

14:00

14:30

15:00

15:30

16:00

16:30

17:00

17:30

18:00

18:30

All dates and times are preliminary and subject to change.All dates and times are preliminary and subject to change.

08:00

08:30

09:00

09:30

10:00

10:30

11:00

11:30

12:00

12:30

13:00

13:30

14:00

14:30

15:00

15:30

16:00

16:30

17:00

17:30

18:00

18:30
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| Preliminary Schedule of the 6th ECTMIH | | Preliminary Schedule of the 6th ECTMIH |

4  Track 1 Public Health, Human Rights and Access To Care	

4  Track 3 HIV and TB

4  Track 5 Child and Reproductive Health 

4  Mediterranean Conference on Migration and Travel Health

4  Track 2 Malaria 

4  Track 4 Neglected Diseases, Clinical Tropical Medicine, 

	                 Other Tropical Diseases 

4  Track 6 Alert / Preparedness 

4  Track 1 Public Health, Human Rights and Access To Care	

4  Track 3 HIV and TB

4  Track 5 Child and Reproductive Health 

4  Mediterranean Conference on Migration and Travel Health

4  Track 2 Malaria 

4  Track 4 Neglected Diseases, Clinical Tropical Medicine, 

	                 Other Tropical Diseases 

4  Track 6 Alert / Preparedness 



Auditorium Room 1 Room 2 Room 3

Meet the 
Professor

Clinical 
Session

Meet the Professor

T3 Plenary
HIV and TB 
Epidemiology and Control

Coffee Break

T1 P2 
Public-Private Partnerships  
in Global Health

T2 P3 
Malaria in Pregnancy

T3 P4
Integrated management 
of HIV and TB patients: so 
obvious, so difficult

Poster Display / Lunch Break

MC Main
Movements of People in the 
Mediterranean Area

T2 P4 
Expanding Access 
to ACTs

T1 P5
Counterfeit and Substandard 
Drugs: A Barrier for Access 
to Quality Care.

Coffee Break

MC P1
Research Needs in 
Migrant’s Health

T2 Round Table 
Malaria Eradication: 
A Realistic Target? Pro’s and 
con’s, how and when.
(Swiss Society)

T3 P5 
Gender disparities in TB and 
HIV: evidences and strategies

MC Debate Enteric Disea-
ses and Cholera in Pilgrims, 
Migrants and Travellers

T1 Debate Ethical criteria in clini-
cal research in low income coun-
tries: is there a global standard?

Tuesday, 8 September 2009

All dates and times are preliminary and subject to change.

08:00

08:30

09:00

09:30

10:00

10:30

11:00

11:30

12:00

12:30

13:00

13:30

14:00

14:30

15:00

15:30

16:00

16:30

17:00

17:30

18:00

18:30

08:00

08:30

09:00

09:30

10:00

10:30

11:00

11:30

12:00

12:30

13:00

13:30

14:00

14:30

15:00

15:30

16:00

16:30

17:00

17:30

18:00

18:30

Room 4 Room 5 Room 6 Room 7

Meet the Professor Meet the Professor Meet the Professor

T4 P3
Managing Chronic  
Degenerative Diseases  
in PHC

T4 P4
Leishmaniasis and 
Innovative Disease 
Management 

T6 P2
South – North Trends in 
Arboviral Disease Control

T4 P5
Diseases Targeted 
to Elimination 1: 
Leprosy, Treponematosis

Writing a 
Paper 
Course

MC P2 Health Education for 
Travelling Migrants: Visiting 
Friends and Relatives (VFR)	

T4 P6 Diseases Targeted 
to Elimination 2: 		
Filariasis, Guinea Worm

T1 P4 
Global Health Initiatives and 
Health Systems

Writing a 
Paper 
Course

MC P3
Approach to the long -term 
Traveller

T5 P3 
Access to Prenatal/Perinatal 
Health Services 

T4 P7 Soil-transmitted Helmin-
thiasis & Schistosomiasis: impro-
ving access to preventive treatment

Tuesday, 8 September 2009

All dates and times are preliminary and subject to change.All dates and times are preliminary and subject to change.
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| Preliminary Schedule of the 6th ECTMIH 
  and of the Mediterranean Conference on 
  Migration and Travel Health |

| Preliminary Schedule of the 6th ECTMIH 
  and of the Mediterranean Conference on 
  Migration and Travel Health |

4  Track 1 Public Health, Human Rights and Access To Care	

4  Track 3 HIV and TB

4  Track 5 Child and Reproductive Health

4  Mediterranean Conference on Migration and Travel Health

4  Track 2 Malaria 

4  Track 4 Neglected Diseases, Clinical Tropical Medicine, 

	                 Other Tropical Diseases 

4  Track 6 Alert / Preparedness 

4  Track 1 Public Health, Human Rights and Access To Care	

4  Track 3 HIV and TB

4  Track 5 Child and Reproductive Health

4  Mediterranean Conference on Migration and Travel Health

4  Track 2 Malaria 

4  Track 4 Neglected Diseases, Clinical Tropical Medicine, 

	                 Other Tropical Diseases 

4  Track 6 Alert / Preparedness 



All dates and times are preliminary and subject to change.

08:00

08:30

09:00

09:30

10:00

10:30

11:00

11:30

12:00

12:30

13:00

13:30

14:00

14:30

15:00

15:30

16:00

16:30

17:00

17:30

18:00

18:30

All dates and times are preliminary and due to change.

Room 4 Room 5 Room 6 Room 7

Meet the Professor Meet the Professor Meet the Professor

T5 P4
Sexual Violence 
and Unsafe Abortion

MC Workshop
Chagas Disease in Europe 
and in Mediterranean 
Countries

MC P6 
Women and Migration 

MC Workshop
Chagas Disease in Europe 
and the Mediterranean 

T6 P3
Confronting Avian Flu and 
the New Global Threats

MC Debate
Controversies on Malaria 
Chemoprophylaxis

T6 P4 Debate
Bioterrorism: Myth or 
Reality?

Auditorium Room 1 Room 2 Room 3

Meet the 
Professor

Clinical 
Session

Meet the Professor

MC Plenary 
Migrant Health 
between Tropical and 
Travel Medicine

Coffee Break

MC P4
TB in Marginalized 
Populations

T2 P5 
Malaria Miscellaneous

MC P5
Human Mobility and Sex

Poster Display / Lunch Break

T4 Main 
Neglected Diseases. 
Control, Equity 
and Human Rights

Special Session
Malaria Vaccines. 
What should we expect 
in the near future?

Coffee Break

T4 P8 
Vaccines for 
Neglected Diseases

T2 Debate Home / Near-
Home Treatment: Is this the 
way forward? 

T1 P5 Community based 
interventions: An opportu-
nity for integration?

T4 P9 Control of Neglected 
Zoonotic Diseases: A Route 
to Poverty Alleviation?  

T2 P6 Malaria diagnosis: 
Rapid Diagnostic Tests and 
Traditional Microscopy

T1 
Removing user fees: 
Selective or comprehensive?

Wednesday, 9 September 2009Wednesday, 9 September 2009

08:00

08:30

09:00

09:30

10:00

10:30

11:00

11:30

12:00

12:30

13:00

13:30

14:00

14:30

15:00

15:30

16:00

16:30

17:00

17:30

18:00

18:30

All dates and times are preliminary and subject to change.All dates and times are preliminary and subject to change.
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| Preliminary Schedule of the 6th ECTMIH 
  and of the Mediterranean Conference on 
  Migration and Travel Health |

| Preliminary Schedule of the 6th ECTMIH 
  and of the Mediterranean Conference on 
  Migration and Travel Health |

4  Track 1 Public Health, Human Rights and Access To Care	

4  Track 3 HIV and TB

4  Track 5 Child and Reproductive Health 

4  Mediterranean Conference on Migration and Travel Health

4  Track 2 Malaria 

4  Track 4 Neglected Diseases, Clinical Tropical Medicine, 

	                 Other Tropical Diseases 

4  Track 6 Alert / Preparedness 

4  Track 1 Public Health, Human Rights and Access To Care	

4  Track 3 HIV and TB

4  Track 5 Child and Reproductive Healthz 

4  Mediterranean Conference on Migration and Travel Health

4  Track 2 Malaria 

4  Track 4 Neglected Diseases, Clinical Tropical Medicine, 

	                 Other Tropical Diseases 

4  Track 6 Alert / Preparedness 



Auditorium Room 1 Room 2 Room 3

Meet the 
Professor

Clinical 
Session

Meet the Professor

T2 P7
P.vivax & others 
incl. P.knowlesi. 
Do they really matter?

T3 P6
Decentralization of 
Laboratory in HIV and TB

Coffee Break

T1 Plenary
From Research to Action.
Closing Session

Room 4 Room 5 Room 6 Room 7

Meet the Professor Meet the Professor Meet the Professor

T4 Round Table 
Open questions in control 
of Helminthiases

Thursday, 10 September 2009 Thursday, 10 September 2009

08:00

08:30

09:00

09:30

10:00

10:30

11:00

11:30

12:00

12:30

13:00

All dates and times are preliminary and subject to change. All dates and times are preliminary and subject to change.

08:00

08:30

09:00

09:30

10:00

10:30

11:00

11:30

12:00

12:30

13:00
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| Preliminary Schedule of the 6th ECTMIH 
  and of the Mediterranean Conference on 
  Migration and Travel Health |

| Preliminary Schedule of the 6th ECTMIH 
  and of the Mediterranean Conference on 
  Migration and Travel Health |

Track 1 Public Health, Human Rights and Access To Care

Track 2 Malaria

Track 3 HIV and TB

Track 4 Neglected Diseases, Clinical Tropical Medicine, Other Tropical Diseases

Track 5 Child and Reproductive Health

Track 6 Alert / Preparedness

Mediterranean Conference on Migration and Travel Health



| Preliminary Congress Programme
  of the 6th ECTMIH |

| Preliminary Congress Programme
  of the 6th ECTMIH |
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The following programme is a preliminary version subject to change. Further versions will be 

regularly updated on the website www.festmih.org/verona2009. The programme is ordered by 

main topics (tracks): the corresponding schedule is attached. 

A plenary session (in the morning) is a session with no contemporary parallel. A main session 

(in the afternoon) has the same structure as a plenary (typically with three invited lectures and 

no oral communication), but other sessions will be run in parallel.

NB. Every morning before the plenary session, an interactive clinical session will take 

place, in parallel with “Meet the Professor” sessions: these are “State of the art” mini 

conferences on topics that are not fully covered by the plenary and parallel sessions. The 

detailed programme will be published in a later version.

Opening Session

Event: History of Malaria Eradication in 

Italy and the Mediterranean 

Giancarlo Majori (Italy): History of Malaria 

Eradication in Italy. 

Pierre Ambroise-Thomas (France): Malaria 

Eradication in the Mediterranean: Lessons 

learned for a more ambitious goal. 

Track 1 – Public Health, Human Rights 

And Access To Care

First Plenary Session

Building a common framework on human  

rights, equity and access to care 

(Introduction to the programme,  

objective/goals of the Congress)

1.	David Sanders (South Africa) 

	 From research to health policy change. 

2.	Hans Hogerzeil (WHO) 

	 Human rights approach to health policy. 

3.	Gianni Tognoni (Italy)

	 Ethics and Health Care. Is the ethical 		

	 debate only an issue of clinical research?

Parallel Sessions 

1.	Removing Barriers to Access to  

	 Quality Care 

	 Keynote Speaker: Anne Mills (UK) 

	 Successes and failures on overcoming 	

	 barriers to access to quality care. 

2.	Public-private Partnerships in  

	 Global Health 

	 Keynote Speaker: Jeremy Shiffman (US) 	

	 Should large foundations/sponsors have a 	

	 major role in setting priorities? 

3.	Counterfeit and Substandard Drugs: 	

	 A Barrier for Access to Quality Care 	

	 Keynote Speaker: Yves Juillet (France) 	

	 Drug counterfeiting: raising awareness 	

	 and fighting a public health threat.  

	 Keynote Speaker: Paul Newton (UK)

	 Counterfeited antimalarials: a major 		

	 problem? 

4.	Global Health Initiatives and Health 

	 Systems 

	 Keynote Speaker:  

	 Joseph Hubert Perriëns (WHO)

	 Optimising Global Health Initiatives to 	

	 Health Systems.

5.	Community based interventions: 

	 an opportunity for integration? 

	 Keynote Speaker:  

	 Uta Lehmann (South Africa)

	 Successes and failures in community 		

	 based interventions. 

Workshop 

(Norwegian Forum for Global Health 

Research)

Global initiatives for the health related 

millennium development goals – Needs 

for improved implementation

Keynote speaker to be confirmed. 

Global health initiatives and the revised 

primary health care strategy: Conflicts or 

synergies?

Keynote speaker to be confirmed. 

Measuring the effect of health interventions 

in complex settings: need for a common 

evaluation framework?

Keynote speaker to be confirmed. 

Effects of performance based funding and 

alternative strategies of improving health 

services in low resource settings.
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| Preliminary Congress Programme 
  of the 6th ECTMIH |

Debates/Round Tables

1. Round Table: The North-South  

	 differences in medical publishing:  

	 time for an action? (Round Table of  

	 Editors of medical journals)

	 Moderators: Thomas Junghanss  

	 (Germany); Susanne Groener (Germany) 	

	 Discussants: Ricardo Lourenço-de- 

	 Oliveira, Editor, Memórias do Instituto 	

	 Oswaldo Cruz (Brasil); Hooman Momen, 	

	 Editor, Bulletin of the World Health 		

	 Organization (WHO); Ajit Lalvani (UK); 	

	 Other discussants to be confirmed

2. Debate: Ethical criteria in clinical 		

	 research in developing countries:  

	 Is there a global standard? 

	 Moderator: Raffaella Ravinetto (Belgium)	

	 Discussants: Lumuli Mbonile (Tanzania); 	

	 2nd Discussant to be confirmed

3.	Debate: Removing user fees: selective 	

	 or comprehensive? 

	 Moderator to be confirmed

	 Discussants: Mitt Philips (MSF);  

	 2nd Discussant to be confirmed

Closing Session

From research to action  

1.	Summary of the main outcomes of the 	

	 Congress.  

2.	Roles and responsibilities in implementing 	

	 research findings.

| Preliminary Congress Programme
  of the 6th ECTMIH |

Track 2 – Malaria

Main Session

Availability & Affordability of ACTs

Chairperson: Chris Witthy (UK) 

Overview of the challenges.

1.	Antonio Longo (Italy)

	 Basic research to improve supply of 		

	 Artemisia derivatives.  

2.	Catherine Goodman (Kenya)

	 Stabilizing prices, ensuring affordability 

	 for the end user. 

3.	Speaker to be confirmed 

	 Expanding access: private sector 

	 involvement, public sector responsibility.

Special Session

Malaria vaccines

Joe Cohen (GSK) 

The vaccine RTS,S/AS02A: From the original 

insight to the development of the most 

promising candidate.

Pedro Alonso (Spain)

What should we expect in the near future? 

Robert Sauerwein (The Netherlands)  

Are there any promising candidates in the 

pipeline?

Speaker to be confirmed.

Foreseeing the operational challenges of 

malaria vaccine delivery

Parallel Sessions

1.	Patho-Physiology & Severe Malaria. 	

	 From basic knowledge to new thera-	

	 peutic approaches 	

	 Keynote Speaker: Paolo Arese (Italy) 

	 Pathogenesis of severe malaria anemia. 	

	 Keynote Speaker to be confirmed 

	 Treatment of severe malaria in adults  

	 and children: new evidences and state of 	

	 the art.

2.	Antimalarial Treatments:  

	 registration & beyond

	 Introduction by Chairperson (to be  

	 confirmed)

	 The global antimalarial portfolio (products 	

	 in use and under clinical development).  

	 Keynote Speaker: Henri Vial (France)

	 Beyond ACT: promising candidates. 

	 Selected presentations: results of Phase III 	

	 and post-registration trials. 

3.	Malaria in pregnancy 

	 Keynote Speaker:  

	 Umberto D’Alessandro (Belgium)

	 Efficacy & safety of anti-malarial treatment 	

	 in pregnancy (incl’ng 1st trimester).  
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4.	Expanding access to ACTs 

	 Keynote Speaker:  

	 Ambrose Talisuna (Uganda)

	 Ensuring global access to ACTs and  

	 targeting their use. 

5.	Malaria miscellaneous 

	 Chairperson and Keynote Speaker: 	 	

	 Claudio Tadeu Ribeiro (Brasil)

	 Perspectives for Malaria elimination in the 	

	 American continent: focus on Brasil.

6. Malaria Diagnosis: Rapid Diagnostic 	

	 Tests (RDT) and Traditional Microscopy  	

	 Keynote Speaker to be confirmed

	 Are RDT killing basic laboratory in 		

	 the field?

7.	P. vivax & others incl. P. knowlesi 

	 Do they really matter? 

	 Keynote Speaker: 

	 Indra Vythilingam (Malaysia)

 	 Update on the fifth human plasmodium. 	

	 Keynote Speaker to be confirmed 		

	 Plasmodium vivax infection in pregnancy.

Debates/Round Tables

1.	Debate: Home/near-home treatment:  

	 Is this the way forward?

	 Moderator: Franco Pagnoni (WHO)

	 Discussants: Ambrose Talisuna (Uganda); 	

	 2nd discussant to be confirmed

2.	Round Table (Swiss Society of Tropical 	

	 Medicine). Malaria eradication:  

	 A realistic target? Pro’s and con’s,  

	 how and when 

	 Moderator:  

	 Christian Lengeler (Switzerland)

	 Discussants: Richard Feachem (US);		

	 Marcel Tanner (Switzerland);  

	 Awa Coll-Seck (WHO);  

	 Ambrose Talisuna (Uganda)

| Preliminary Congress Programme
  of the 6th ECTMIH |

| Preliminary Congress Programme 
  of the 6th ECTMIH |

Track 3 – HIV and TB

Plenary Session

HIV and TB Epidemiology and Control 

1.	Peter Piot (UK). What’s happening to the 	

	 HIV Pandemic? Review of Effectiveness  

	 of Control Measures.

2.	Mario Raviglione (WHO). Facing MDR/	

	 XDR-TB control: policies and strategies.   

3.	Rony Zachariah (MSF). HIV/TB Control 	

	 and Health Systems: What kind of  

	 interaction?

Parallel Sessions 

1.	HIV treatment

	 Chairperson: Peter Piot (UK) 

	 ART in peripheral and resource-limited 	

	 settings: lights and shadows.

2.	The challenge of smear-negative TB 

	 Chairperson: Martin Boeree (Netherlands)

	 Keynote Speaker to be confirmed  

	 Evidence based management of 		

	 smear-negative TB.  

3.	Integrated management of HIV and TB

	 Keynote Speaker to be confirmed  

	 Integrated management of HIV and TB 	

	 patients: so obvious, so difficult. 	

 4. Gender disparities in TB and HIV: 

	 evidences and strategies 

	 Keynote Speaker: Vinod Diwan (Sweden)

5.	Challenges in HIV and TB  

	 diagnosis 

	 Chairperson: Daniela Cirillo (Italy)		

	 Keynote Speaker: Karin Weyer (WHO)

	 Easy access to local  diagnosis and  

	 treatment. 

	 Keynote Speaker:  

	 Francis Drobniewski (US)

	 TB diagnosis: The role of  microscopy, 	

	 culture and rapid tests. 

Debate 

Prevention of Mother to Child Trans-

mission of HIV (PMTCT): impact, ethical 

aspects and equity 

Moderator and discussants to be  

confirmed
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| Preliminary Congress Programme 
  of the 6th ECTMIH |

| Preliminary Congress Programme
  of the 6th ECTMIH |

Track 4 – Neglected Tropical Diseases, 

Clinical Tropical Medicine, Other Tropical 

Diseases

Main Session

Neglected Diseases Control, Equity and 

Human Rights

1.	Eduardo Gotuzzo (Peru)

 	 Diseases, communities, essential drugs, 	

	 human rights: Which is most neglected? 

2.	Teresa Gyorkos (Canada)

	 The gender divide of tropical parasitic 	

	 diseases. 

3. Lorenzo Savioli (WHO/NTD)

	 Integrated control of NTDs: Thinking 		

	 beyond the health system. 

Parallel Sessions

1.	Buruli Ulcer  

	 Keynote Speaker:  

	 Thomas Junghanss (Germany)

 	 Progress in Treating Buruli Ulcer.  

2.	Human African Trypanosomiasis  

	 Chairperson: August Stich (Germany) 	

	 Keynote Speaker: Marina Bentivoglio (Italy)

	 Trypanosoma brucei and the nervous 		

	 system. Opportunities from Fundamental 	

	 Research.

	

	 Keynote Speaker:  

	 Abdoulaye Diarra (WHO/AFRO)

 	 Improving Access to Treatment for 		

	 T. b. gambiense Sleeping Sickness. 

3.	Chronic Degenerative Diseases  

	 Keynote Speaker to be confirmed

 	 The challenges of managing CDD 

	 in Primary Care.

4.	Leishmaniasis and Innovative Disease 	

	 Management   

	 Chairperson: Luigi Gradoni (Italy) 

	 Keynote Speaker:  

	 Ben-Ismail Riadh (WHO/EMRO)

	 Improving access towards new drugs and 	

	 innovative tools for leishmaniasis.

5.	Diseases targeted to elimination 1: 		

	 Leprosy, treponematosis

	 Keynote Speaker: Salvatore Noto (Italy) 	

	 Leprosy: Will it soon be eradicated?

	 Keynote Speaker:  

	 Kingsley Bampoe Asiedu (WHO)

	 Treponematosis elimination and health 	

	 system challenges. 

6.	Diseases targeted to Elimination 2: 	

	 Filariasis, Guinea worm

	 Keynote Speaker:  

	 Silvio Paolo Mariotti (WHO)

	 Neglected blindness and new tools for 	

	 control in public health. 

	 Keynote Speaker to be confirmed

	 Why is Sudan the last country to  

	 eliminate Guinea worm?

7.	Soil-transmitted Helminthiasis and 		

	 Schistosomiasis: improving access to 	

	 preventive treatment

	 Keynote Speaker:  

	 Juerg Utzinger (Switzerland)

	 Protecting the Long Term Efficacy of 

	 Praziquantel for Schistosomiasis Control.  

 	 Keynote Speaker:  

	 Antonio Montresor (WHO)

 	 Delivery of  Anti-Helminthics through 		

	 Community Campaigns: Opportunities 	

	 and Challenges. 

8. Vaccines for Neglected Diseases

	 Keynote Speaker:  

	 Stanley Plotkin (France)

	 Update on Dengue and Rotavirus vaccine 	

	 developments.

 	 Keynote Speaker to be confirmed

	 PAPOVA vaccines: Access, feasibility  

	 and impact.

9. Neglected Zoonotic diseases 

	 Chairperson and Keynote Speaker:   

	 Francois-Xavier Meslin (WHO)  

	 Control of Neglected Zoonotic diseases:  

	 A route to poverty alleviation?

Debates/Round Tables

1.	Debate: Preventive chemotherapy for 	

	 Neglected Tropical Diseases: A vertical 	

	 or horizontal approach? 	

	 Moderator: Marleen Boelaert (Belgium)

	 Discussants: Els Mathieu (US); 

	 Anna Cavalli (Italy)

2. Round Table: Open questions in control 	

	 of helminthiases

	 Moderator: Lorenzo Savioli (WHO/NTD)

	 1.	Speaker to be confirmed

		  Interaction with the big three 

		  (Malaria, HIV and TB).

	 2.	Dirk Engels (WHO/NTD)

		  Safety and benefits of drug 

		  co-administration.

	 3.	Marco Albonico (Italy)

		  Potential drug resistance.
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4.	Sexual violence and unsafe abortion

	 Keynote Speaker:  

	 Marleen Bosmans (Belgium)

	 A rights based approach to prevention 	

	 and response to gender-based violence in 	

	 conflict settings. 

	 Keynote Speaker:  

	 Marleen Temmerman (Belgium)

	 Organising referral and health care for 	

	 survivors of sexual violence.

Track 6 – Alert and Preparedness  

Opening

Opening: Luigi Bertinato (Italy)

From Plague Control in the Republic of 

Venice to International Health Regulation

Parallel Sessions

1.	Haemorragic Fevers. New insights and 

	 preparedness to detect and control 

	 local outbreaks. Joint session 

	 FESTMIH – ESCMID

	 Chairperson: Giuseppe Ippolito (Italy) 		

	 Keynote Speaker to be confirmed

	 Identifying and controlling 

	 outbreaks of Ebola and Marburg viruses: 	

	 recent experiences and lesson learned. 

	 Keynote Speaker: Onder Ergonul (Turkey) 	

	 Haemorragic Fevers. Implications 		

	 for Tropical and Temperate Regions. 

2.	South – North trends in arboviral  

	 disease control  

	 Keynote Speaker:  

	 Maria Guadalupe Guzman (Cuba) 

 	 Evaluating the Effectiveness of 		

	 Dengue Control in Endemic Countries.    

	

| Preliminary Congress Programme 
  of the 6th ECTMIH |

Workshop

Poverty, Inequity and Bacterial 

Resistance. Joint Session FESTMIH – 

ESCMID 

Chairperson: Giuseppe Cornaglia (Italy)

Overview of the problem of bacterial  

resistance on a global scale.

Alessandro Bartoloni (Italy)

The high burden of bacterial resistance in 

resource limited settings. 

Eduardo Gotuzzo (Peru)

The role of  poverty and inequity in promo

ting bacterial resistance. 

Track 5 – Child and Reproductive Health

Parallel Sessions

1.	Child Health in the international agenda  

	 Chairperson: Giorgio Tamburlini (Italy) 	

	 Keynote Speaker:  

	 David Sanders (South Africa)

	 Child health and the Millennium 		

	 Development Goals: Should child survival 	

	 be the only priority?  

	 Keynote Speaker to be confirmed

	 Assessing and improving the quality of 	

	 child care in hospital and in primary care.

2.	Reproductive Health and  

	 Human Rights	

	 Keynote Speaker to be confirmed

	 Reproductive and sexual rights in 		

	 resource-poor settings: Recurrent  

	 problems and challenges.

3.	Access to Prenatal/ Perinatal health 	

	 services

	 Keynote Speaker:  

	 Vincent De Brouwere (Belgium)

	 Successful and less successful examples 	

	 on improving access to safe delivery and 	

	 care of  the newborn.

| Preliminary Congress Programme 
  of the 6th ECTMIH |
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| Preliminary Programme of the 1st 
  Mediterranean Conference on Migration 
  and Travel Health |

	 Keynote Speaker to be confirmed

	 Risk Assessment and Preparadness for 	

	 Chikungunya, Dengue and West Nile 	

	 Fever in Italy and the Mediterranean. 

3.	Confronting new global threats such 

	 as Avian flu  

	 Keynote Speaker: Ilaria Capua (Italy)

	 The role of surveillance in animal health. 	

	 Keynote Speaker to be confirmed

	 Experience of countries affected with 		

	 avian influenza.

Debate 

Bioterrorism: myth or reality?  

(Realistic threat or a waste of money?)

Moderator: Gerd Burchard (Germany)

Discussants: Christian Drosten (Germany) 

2nd Discussant to be confirmed

Workshop

Surveillance for emerging tropical and 

infectious diseases

      

Mediterranean Conference on Migration 

and Travel Health

Main Session

Introduction and overview:  

Francesco Castelli (Italy) 

Movements of People in the  

Mediterranean Area

1.	Louis Loutan (Switzerland)

	 Migrants: leading travellers in our mobile 	

	 world.

2.	Guido Sabatinelli (UNRWA, Jordan) 		

	 Health of Palestine Refugees in the  

	 Eastern Mediterranean: Determinants, 	

	 Barriers and Opportunities.

Plenary Session

Migrant Health between Tropical and 

Travel Medicine

1.	Manuel Corachan (Spain) 

	 Tropical vs. Travel Medicine: is the Migrant 	

	 the neglected link?

2.	Speaker to be confirmed

	 Cultural diversity and stereotyping: which 	

	 implication for medical practice?

3.	Speaker to be confirmed

	 Travel and migration of unknown microbes 	

	 and parasites.

Parallel Sessions

1.	Research needs in migrant’s health	

	 Keynote Speaker:  

	 Ben-Ismail Riadh (WHO/EMRO) 

	 Update on Leishmaniasis in the  

	 Mediterranean Area.			 

	 Keynote Speaker: Sanaa Kamal (Egypt)  	

	 Hepatitis C virus genotype 4: what 		

	 we know and we don’t know yet.

2.	Health education for travelling 

	 migrants: Visiting Friends and Relatives 	

	 (VFR)

	 Keynote Speaker: Ron Behrens (UK)

	 Going back home (VFR): cost-		

	 effectiveness of preventive measures. 

	 Keynote Speaker: Delane Shingadia (UK) 

	 VFR: the problem of the second 		

	 generation. A pediatrician’s perspective. 

3. Approach to the long-term traveller 	

	 Keynote Speaker:  

	 Pat Schlagenhauf (Switzerland)

 	 Malaria prophylaxis in long-term 		

	 travellers.	

4.	TB in marginalized populations 

	 Keynote Speaker to be confirmed

	 TB in illegal immigrants, prisoners, 		

	 drug addicts. Epidemiology and access 	

	 to care.

5.	Human mobility and sex	

	 Keynote Speaker: Frédéric Sorge (France)

	 Children and sexual tourism. 

	 Keynote Speaker:  

	 Rogelio Lopez-Velez (Spain)

	 Is HIV a problem of travellers and 		

	 migrants?

6.	Women, children and migration 

	 Keynote Speaker:  

	 Ines Keygnaert (Belgium) 

	 Sexual and reproductive health  

	 consequences of sexual violence in  

	 immigrants.

Debates

1.	Enteric diseases and cholera in 

	 pilgrims, migrants and travellers 

	 The new oral cholera vaccine: a solution 

	 for all?

	 Moderator to be confirmed

	 Discussants: Claire-Lise Chaignat (WHO) 	

	 2nd Discussant to be confirmed

2.	From epidemiology of migrant deaths  

	 in the Mediterranean to possible  

	 solutions  

	 Moderator and Discussants to be		

	 confirmed

| Preliminary Programme of the 1st 
  Mediterranean Conference on Migration 
  and Travel Health |
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Workshop 

Chagas disease (1909-2009): 

From Latin America to Europe and the 

Mediterranean

Opening lecture:  

José Rodrigues Coura (Brasil)

Chagas disease (1909-2009): What are the 

perspectives, one century after discovery?

Introduction: Joaquim Gascon (Spain)  

Imported Chagas Disease in Europe:  

A new challenge. 

Round Table

Approach to imported Chagas Disease: 

towards a shared protocol? 

Moderator: Jean Jannin (WHO/TDR) 

| Preliminary Programme of the 1st 
  Mediterranean Conference on Migration 
  and Travel Health |
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| Abstract Categories | | Abstract Categories |

1.	 Public Health and Human Rights

1.1	 Equity, Health and Human Rights

1.2	 Access to Care (Financial and Non 

Financial Issues)

1.3	 Ethical Issues in Clinical Research

1.4	 Ethical Issues in Health Policies

1.5	 Public-Private Partnership in Global 

Health

1.6	 Health Financing

1.7	 Health Systems and Communities

1.8	 Health Systems Research

1.9	 Primary Health Care

1.10	 Priority Setting

1.11	 Quality of Care

2.	 Malaria

2.1	 Epidemiology and Control

2.2	 Malaria Eradication

2.3	 Vector Control

2.4	 Insecticide Treated Nets and Curtains

2.5	 Pathophysiology and Immunology

2.6	 Severe Malaria

2.7	 Treatment

2.8	 Vaccines

2.9	 New Diagnostics

2.10	 Basic Laboratory and Malaria

2.11	 P.vivax, P. knowlesi and others

2.12	 Malaria Miscellaneous

3.	 HIV and Tuberculosis

3.1	 HIV

3.1.1	 Epidemiology and Control

3.1.2	 HIV Prevention

3.1.3	 HIV Vaccines

3.1.4	 Pathophysiology and Immunology

3.1.5	 Antiretroviral Treatment (ART) and 

Resistance

3.1.6	 ART Pharmacology and Interaction

3.1.7	 Access to First and Second Line ART

3.1.8	 Prevention of Mother to Child  

Transmission (PMTC)

3.1.9	 Clinical AIDS and Opportunistic 

Infections

3.1.10	 HIV Miscellaneous

3.2	 TB 

3.2.1	 Epidemiology and Control

3.2.2	 TB Prevention

3.2.3	 TB Vaccines

3.2.4	 Pathophysiology and Immunology

3.2.5	 MDR and XDR TB

3.2.6	 Access to First and Second Line  

TB Treatment

3.2.7	 DOT and DOT Plus

3.2.8	 TB Miscellaneous

3.3	 HIV-TB 

3.3.1	 Laboratory in HIV and TB

3.3.2	 Integrated Management of HIV and TB

3.3.3	 Smear Negative TB in HIV Positive 

and Negative Patients:  

Clinical Decision - Guidelines

4.	 Neglected Diseases, Clinical Tropical 

Medicine, Other Diseases

4.1	 Antibiotic Resistance

4.2	 Buruli Ulcer

4.3	 Cysticercosis

4.4	 Dengue

4.5	 Filariasis

4.6	 Fungal Diseases

4.7	 Haemorrhagic Fevers

4.8	 Leprosy

4.9	 Meningitis

4.10	 Trypanosomiasis

4.11	 Leishmaniasis

4.12	 Schistosomiasis

4.13	 Intestinal Helminths

4.14	 Zoonoses

4.15	 Other Infectious and Tropical Diseases

4.16	 Chronic and Degenerative Diseases

4.17	 Laboratory and Tropical Diseases

5.	 Child and Reproductive Health

5.1	 Child Health in the International 

Agenda

5.2	 Child Health Policy Issues including 

Child Health Days

5.3	 Child Survival and the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDG)

5.4	 Reproductive Health in the  

International Agenda

5.5	 Reproductive Health and the  

Millennium Development Goals (MDG)

5.6	 Access to Prenatal and Perinatal 

Quality Care

5.7	 Sexual Violence and Unsafe Abortion

5.8	 Miscellaneous

6.	 Alert and Preparedness

6.1	 Haemorragic Fevers in Tropical  

and Temperate Regions

6.2	 Surveillance for Emerging Tropical 

and Infectious Diseases in Europe

6.3	 Avian Flu and the New Global 

Threats

6.4	 Other Zoonosis with Epidemic  

Potential

6.5	 Bioterrorism

6.6	 Arboviral Diseases

6.7	 Miscellaneous
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The Scientific Boards of the 6th European 

Congress on Tropical Medicine and Interna-

tional Health and of the 1st Mediterranean 

Conference on Migration and Travel Health 

welcome the submission of abstracts for origi-

nal contributions to the field. All accepted ab-

stracts, to be presented as oral presentation 

or as poster, will be published in the abstract 

book. The abstract book will be available on-

site at the Congress as a special issue of the 

FESTMIH official Journal, Tropical Medicine 

and International Health.

 

Abstract Submission

The deadline for abstract submission is 15 

June 2009, midnight CET, and 30 July 2009 

for late breakers. Late breakers should bring 

truly “hot” news and research results. No ab-

stracts will be accepted after these dates. 

Please submit your abstract online:

www.festmih.org/verona2009

Please follow the steps listed on the website 

closely, in order to avoid mistakes. To help 

you with your abstract submission, the fol-

lowing guidelines have been drafted:

 

Guidelines

All abstracts must be submitted online only 

through the Congress website at 

www.festmih.org/verona2009

•	 Abstracts must be submitted in English only.
•	 Abstracts sent by fax or post will not be 

	 accepted.
•	 The text should not exceed 2500 characters. 

 

The text of the abstract should briefly state:
•	 Objectives: indicate the purpose of the 

study or the hypothesis that was tested.
•	 Methods: include the setting for the study, 

the subjects, the diagnosis or intervention 

and the type of statistical analysis; if refer-

ences are needed, they should be given in 

the text.
•	 Results: present as clearly as possible the 

outcome of the study and statistical sig-

nificance if appropriate.
•	 Conclusion: briefly discuss the data and 

emphasize the significance of the results.

 

Presenting authors should register upon sub-

mitting their abstract. A confirmation of re-

ceipt will be sent via e-mail upon submission 

of an abstract. All submitted abstracts will be 

reviewed by the Scientific Board. A confirma-

tion of acceptance or rejection will be sent to 

the corresponding author(s) by e-mail. Au-

thors whose abstracts have been accepted 

will receive further instructions for presenting 

their abstract. 

Outstanding abstracts, among those se-

lected for oral sessions, may be upgraded to 

Keynote Presentations, and the presenting 

Author will be awarded a price. 

Special awards will also be granted to the 

best posters during the closing ceremony. 

Further details will be available at a later stage 

on the Congress website.

If an electronic abstract submission is  

not possible, please contact the ECTMIH 

Congress Secretariat at 

ectmih2009abstract@kit-group.org.

| Abstract Submission |

Mediterranean Conference on Migration 

and Travel Health

MC 1	 Access to Health Services for  

Immigrants in Europe and the  

Mediterranean Area

MC 2	 TB in Immigrants and Marginalized 

Populations

MC 3	 HIV in Immigrants

MC 4	 Determinants of Health in Immigrants

MC 5	 Human Mobility and Sex

MC 6	 Health Education and Prevention for 

Immigrant Travellers (VFR) and Other 

Travellers

MC 7	 The Long Term and the Short Term 

Traveller

MC 8	 Cultural Diversity and Stereotyping 

MC 9	 Migration and Mental Health

MC 10	 Malaria Prophylaxis and Compliance

MC 11	 Cost-Effectiveness of Preventive 

Measures

MC 12	 Pilgrimages and Health

MC 13	 Cholera Vaccine and Other Vaccines

MC 14	 Chagas Disease in Immigrants to 

Mediterranean Countries

MC 15	 Women and Migration

MC 16	 Children Born in Europe: A Special 

Group of “Immigrants” and “Travel-

lers” (VFR) 

MC 17	 Gender-based Violence in Refugees, 

Asylum Seekers and Undocumented 

Immigrants

MC 18	 Miscellaneous

| Abstract Categories | | Abstract Submission |
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Verona, the largest city in the Veneto with a 

population of a quarter of a million people 

is world famous for the ill-fated love affair of 

Romeo and Juliet. The medieval core of the 

city boasts numerous attractions, immortal-

ized by the pen of William Shakespeare: thou-

sands of tourist come to visit Juliet’s balcony 

from all over the world, and every summer the 

city hosts a Shakesperean Festival in its Ro-

man Theatre.

In 2000 Verona has been awarded the sta-

tus of “World Heritage Site” by UNESCO, as 

«an outstanding example of a town that has 

developed progressively and uninterruptedly 

over two thousand years»: starting with the 

Romans conquering Verona, and ending with 

its contemporary history, the different ages 

of the city are visible through all the various 

monuments scattered around its histori-

cal centre and also beneath the level of the 

street, where you can see very well preserved 

archaeological remains of Roman villas and 

mosaics.

 

Verona can be considered a work of art in it-

self, with many monuments that have resisted 

almost intact through the centuries: from the 

Arena, the imposing amphitheater that, with 

its thousands seats, testifies to the grandeur 

of the Roman Empire, and in the summer 

becomes the largest open air theater in the 

world, when it hosts the popular Opera Fes-

tival; to the 12th century Duomo, located in 

the Medieval part of the city. The San Zeno 

Basilica is a masterpiece of Romanesque art, 

with a splendid triptych by Mantegna. You 

can also admire the imposing building of Cas-

telvecchio, the old castle built in the 14th cen-

tury; the small towers in the hills that guarded 

the city during the second half of the 18th 

century; the magnificent Renaissance Palac-

es, with their frescoed facades alongside the 

ancient Roman Via Postumia; not to mention 

San Pietro Castle, built under Austrian influ-

ences, from where it is possible to admire the 

most beautiful panorama of the city…

Visiting Verona is also an unforgettable cu-

linary experience, with its delightful res-

taurants and wine bars hidden away on its 

charming back-streets and beautiful Piazzas. 

Verona also provides ample opportunities to 

shop at its numerous boutiques and fashion-

able stores.

The hills that rise directly behind the city and 

their numerous olive trees give a Mediterra-

nean feel to the area. These hills are home to 

the Valpolicella wine region, and the famous 

“Amarone” wine.

Only one hour away from Venice, Verona is 

located in an excellent position, between 

| The City of Verona |

the rolling plains of the Veneto, the Dolomite 

mountains and the fascinating Lake Garda. 

It enjoys a mild climate with the spring and 

fall months being the ideal time to visit. In the 

summer, it can be very hot and humid due to 

the closeness of Lake Garda. From Decem-

ber to February there is briskly cold weather, 

although it’s rarely grey and gloomy.
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Palazzo della Gran Guardia 

The Congress venue is located in the heart of 

Verona, at the Piazza Bra, in front of the fa-

mous Arena. The piazza is large and airy and 

partially kept as a garden. It is dominated by 

the massive Arena and two old buildings, the 

neoclassical Palazzo Barbieri, headquarters 

of the town hall and the Congress venue, the 

17th century old Palazzo della Gran Guardia, 

property of the City of Verona Municipality, a 

baroque building once used for military gath-

erings and now the most elegant and modern 

meeting centre with all meeting facilities.

Across from the Congress venue you will find 

the “Liston” (pedestrian area), with its wide, 

pink marble sidewalk, that leads to the fa-

mous Juliet’s house.

Hotels, restaurants, clubs and bars, shops, art 

galleries, museums, bus terminal, taxis, main 

parkings and all attractions can be reached 

within walking distance.

Address

Palazzo della Gran Guardia 

Piazza Brà, 1

37121 Verona (Veneto)

Italy

Phone:	 + 39 (0)45 80 77 65 0  

Web:	 http://portale.comune.verona.it 

Registration 

All registrations for the 6th European Con-

gress on Tropical Medicine and International 

Health must be submitted through the Con-

gress website:

www.festmih.org/verona2009

All registration details, such as deadlines, 

terms and conditions, are also posted on the 

website. If you are not able to submit your 

registration online or need further assistance, 

please contact the ECTMIH Congress Secre-

tariat:

Address 

Congress Secretariat

6th ECTMIH

K.I.T. GmbH

Association & Congress 

Management Group & Co. KG

Kurfürstendamm 71

10709 Berlin

Germany

Phone: 	 + 49 (0)30 24 60 3 – 0

Fax: 	 + 49 (0)30 24 60 3 – 200

E-mail: 	 ectmih2009@kit-group.org

	 Early 	 Standard	 Late

	 until 6 March 2009	 until 7 August 2009	 from 8 August 2009

Regular Delegate		  400.00 EUR		  450.00 EUR		  500.00 EUR

Member*		  350.00 EUR		  400.00 EUR		  450.00 EUR

Student** 		  150.00 EUR		  200.00 EUR		  250.00 EUR

Mediterranean		  250.00 EUR		  300.00 EUR		  350.00 EUR

Conference

Day Registration					                   175.00 EUR

	

Media  					                                free 

Representative

Dinner						      89.00 EUR

						    
* Of a member society of FESTMIH. Proof required.

** Please provide proof such as student ID card.

Registration Fees

The registration fee for regular delegates, 

members and media representatives to the 

6th ECTMIH includes entry to all official Con-

gress sessions of the 6th ECTMIH and the 

Mediterranean Conference, the exhibition 

and poster area, the Opening Ceremony as 

well as coffee breaks. It also includes the 

Congress bag, containing Congress material.

Please note that the registration fee for the 

Mediterranean Conference only allows you 

limited entry to the Congress (8 and 9 Sep-

tember 2009). 

We urge all participants to register early.  

All fees must be submitted in EURO (€) only.

| Congress Venue |
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Accommodation Booking

Participants can book their accommoda-

tion through the local partner, Vertours-area 

eventi. Vertours-area eventi is holding al-

lotments at special rates in various Verona 

hotels. Please see the listing for hotels and 

prices.

The prices mentioned are in Euro (€), per 

room and night. Vertours-area eventi offers 

the best available rates over the internet.

All accommodation bookings for the 6th 

European Congress on Tropical Medicine 

and International Health must be submitted 

through the Congress website at:

www.festmih.org/verona2009

For bookings, details, terms and conditions, 

please also refer to the website. 

If you are not able to submit your accommoda-

tion booking online or have any further ques-

tions, please contact Vertours-area eventi:

Massimo Bortolazzi 

vertours-area eventi 

Galleria Pellicciai, 13

37121 Verona

Italy

Phone: 	+ 39 045 9298300

Fax: 	 + 39 045 8010108

E-mail: 	meeting@vertours.com

| Accommodation Information | | Hotels |

Hotel
Single 
Room

Double 
Room

Double 
Room for 
Single Use

Distance to  
Congress Venue

5*

DUE TORRI 315.00 EUR 290.00 EUR walking distance

4*

ACCADEMIA 130.00 EUR 172.00 EUR 159.00 EUR walking distance

FIRENZE 135.00 EUR 113.00 EUR walking distance

GIBERTI 140.00 EUR 165.00 EUR 140.00 EUR walking distance

GRAND HOTEL 175.00 EUR 155.00 EUR walking distance

LEON D'ORO  186.00 EUR  175.00 EUR walking distance

LEOPARDI 102.00 EUR   132.00EUR  117.00 EUR 1 to 3 km

MAXIM  159.00 EUR  134.00 EUR 1 to 3 km

RAMADA FIERA  142.00 EUR  132.00 EUR 1 to 3 km

SAN MARCO 102.00 EUR  132.00 EUR  117.00 EUR 1 to 3 km

PALACE  150.00 EUR  130.00 EUR 1 to 3 km

HOTEL TOWER  170.00 EUR  140.00 EUR 4 to 10 km, Shuttle service included in the rate

TRYP  135.00 EUR  113.00 EUR 4 to 10 km, Shuttle service included in the rate

3*

ANTICA PORTA LEONA  80.00 EUR  120.00 EUR  105.00 EUR walking distance

DE' CAPULETI  130.00 EUR  120.00 EUR walking distance

EUROPA  109.00 EUR  99.00 EUR walking distance

GIULIETTA ROMEO  190.00 EUR  walking distance

ITALIA 130.00 EUR 90.00 EUR 115.00 EUR walking distance

MASTINO  150.00 EUR  145.00 EUR walking distance

MILANO 100.00 EUR  130.00 EUR  120.00 EUR walking distance

NOVO HOTEL ROSSI 130.00 EUR 150.00 EUR 1 to 3 km

PICCOLO 99.00 EUR 109.00 EUR 1 to 3 km

PORTA PALIO 99.00 EUR 109.00 EUR 1 to 3 km

VERONA  160.00 EUR  115.00 EUR walking distance

2*

ARMANDO  110.00 EUR  100.00 EUR walking distance

CENTRO CARRARO (HOSTEL) 87.00 EUR 97.00 EUR 4 to 10 km, Shuttle service included in the rate

SCALZI  80.00 EUR  100.00 EUR  90.00 EUR walking distance

TRENTO  54.00 EUR   84.00 EUR  71.00 EUR walking distance
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Abstract Book

All accepted abstracts will be published in 

the abstract book, which will be part of the 

Congress bag.

Certificate of Attendance

The Certificate of Attendance will be handed 

out along with the Congress bag.

Congress Bag

The Congress bag, containing the Congress 

material, will be handed out at the registration 

counter on-site.

CME (Continued Medical Education)

Accreditation has been applied for; please 

find updated information on the Congress 

website.

Getting to and from Verona

Verona-Villafranca airport, located just out-

side the city (10 minutes from Porta Nuova 

railway station) is reachable via local buses. 

City buses for the airport depart from Porta 

Nuova. The airport has mainly domestic 

flights, although there are an ever-increasing 

number of international arrivals from other 

European countries. 

Some major European hubs (such as Rome, 

Paris, Munich, Frankfurt and others) are con-

nected with Verona with direct flights.

Verona has also easy train links with Milan 

(about one and a half hours) and Venice (one 

and a half hours); other airports nearby are 

within easy reach by train or car. 

Internet Homepage

For up-to-date information regarding the 

Congress (including registration, accom-

modation booking and abstract submis-

sion), please visit the Congress website at  

www.festmih.org/verona2009 which is regu-

larly updated.

Insurance and Liability

The Congress Organiser can not accept li-

ability for personal injury, loss of or damage 

to belongings of Congress participants, either 

during or as a result of the Congress. Please 

check the validity of your own insurance.

Language

The official Congress language is English. 

Name Badge

A badge is required for admittance to all of-

ficial Congress sessions and events. Each 

participant is asked to present the badge in 

order to gain access to the Congress. The 

name badge must be clearly displayed at all 

times.

Official Alliance Network 

The airlines of SKYTEAM, Official Alliance 

Network for the 6th ECTMIH, offer attractive 

airfares for participants.

SKYTEAM comprises 10 leading international 

airlines: Aeroflot, Aeromexico, Air France, 

Alitalia, Continental, CSA Czech Airlines, 

Delta, KLM, Korean Air, Northwest Airlines, 

serving 728 cities in 149 countries with over 

15 000 flights daily.

To benefit from these special offers, link up 

with www.skyteam.com/Global Meetings and 

quote the Identifier Code 0701S.

Through this site you can also access the 

schedules of all SkyTeam partners to plan 

your flights on the airline of your choice.

Opening Ceremony

The Opening Ceremony on Sunday, 6 Septem-

ber 2009 will take place from 17:30 to 19:30.

Passport and Visa Requirements

Delegates from countries within the European 

Union will need a valid passport or ID to travel 

to Italy. All other delegates should contact the 

nearest Italian embassy or consulate for visa 

details.

Programme Changes

The organisers cannot assume liability for any 

changes in the programme due to external or 

unforeseen circumstances.

Speakers Centre

Invited speakers, chairmen and oral abstract 

presenters must report to the Speaker Centre 

at least four hours prior to their presentation 

in order to check and deposit their presenta-

tion. 

| General Information | | General Information |
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