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It gives me great pleasure to present this report on the activities of the Association and the Board over the past twelve months.
I would like to thank all of the Board members, and especially the host chaplains I have had the privilege of working with — Roderick, Steve, Bettina and George.
To our Executive members, thank you for your dedication and commitment to the Association.
Over the past year, we have established our new website and have worked hard to bring before the membership, for your consideration, an updated Constitution and revised Objectives for the Association.
I have greatly enjoyed my four years as President. However, perhaps one of the biggest challenges we face is encouraging greater participation from our members. We all value belonging to the Association, but when it comes to filling positions and taking on responsibility, it can be disappointing when we do not have enough members willing to put their hands up to serve. The strength of any association depends on the willingness of its members to contribute, and I would encourage everyone to consider how they might become more involved in the future.
One of the great initiatives of the Board has been our use of technology. Rather than holding only three Board meetings each year, we now meet monthly. This has enabled us to maintain better communication, address issues more promptly and continue the work of the Association throughout the year.
The Objectives of the Association
I would also like to make some comments about the proposed Objectives of the Association.
I am aware that some members have expressed concern about removing the words “under God” from the Objectives. I want to make it clear that this is not about rejecting or diminishing the history of our Association. The IACAC has its roots in the Catholic tradition, and over time it has embraced chaplains from Protestant churches and many other Christian traditions.
As the Association has developed, we have also opened our membership to people of other faiths. At Heathrow, members voted to accept our first Humanist chaplain, reflecting the continuing development and diversity of our Association.
I believe the Association should be the professional body where anyone who has been authorised by their faith body or airport to undertake the professional role of an airport chaplain is welcomed into the International Association of Civil Aviation Chaplains.
Each of us must meet the requirements of both our faith body and our airport in order to serve as an airport chaplain locally. The IACAC does not determine those requirements, nor is it a governing or accreditation body.
What we are is a community of people who come from different beliefs, faiths and traditions to serve staff, passengers and visitors in airports across the globe.
Our Objectives need to reflect that we are an inclusive body that welcomes all airport chaplains — whether they are full-time, part-time or volunteers, and whether they are employed or supported by an airport, a charity or a faith community. At the end of the day, what we have in common is our desire to serve the people and communities around us.
We also need to recognise the diversity of the roles undertaken by chaplains. Some chaplains have a strong welfare focus, while others provide primarily pastoral support. Again, this diversity is one of the strengths of our Association.
This is why I believe we can all support these proposed Objectives and the purpose for which the Association exists.
If the IACAC were simply about fellowship and friendship, then there would be little need for an Association such as ours. Fellowship and friendship are important, but we should also challenge and encourage one another to grow, develop and continually improve the way we serve our airports and the people within them.
Conclusion
Finally, I want to thank each of you for your support, for challenging me at times, and most importantly, for your friendship throughout my term as President.
It has been a privilege to serve as President over the past four years, and as I come to the end of my term, I do so with great appreciation for the opportunity you have given me.
Thank you.

Martyn Scrimshaw
President
IACAC
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