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TERRIE
CHILVERS

Author of ‘Michael the Amazing
Mind-Reading Sausage Dog’

Selected for the Blue Peter book club and
recommended in the BookTrust great book
guide 2023
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Why did you want to be a children’s

book author and what inspired you?

| like entertaining people and | think kids
are the best audience. | read Mr Gum for
the first time when | first started writing for
children and it really inspired me to get
super creative. It’s a triumph of hilarity and

: proves that you can never have too much
TERRIE CUILVERS 3 quirk!
Hlurtreted by Tie Bydgan
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[ What is the best thing | I/

| about being an author? | | Why did you choose a sausage dog as

I | | your main character?

| Making people laugh! And I |

| being able to give readers | | rve always loved sausage dogs and how they

| something that will | | seem so confident - they’re not at all held ]
| transportthemtoa | | back by the fact that they’re small. So, itjust |
| completely different world. | | I seemed natural (and funny!) that a sausage l
| love that books can provide | | dog would have big ambitions! Sausage dogs |
| abitof an escape when the | | have so much personality and | really liked |
| real world feels a bit dark | | the idea of capturing some of that in Michael. |
| and gloomy. ] \ |
M N e
/7~ - 777 '“\\
|l What books did you enjoy reading as a child? |
| I
| lenjoyed reading Roald Dahl, especially Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and |
| Matilda. And I loved anything with animals in! |
\ /



lllustrations by Tim Budgen

| How long did it take you to write this book?
|

|
I Quite a long time! | was working full time when!l |
started writing Michael so had to squeeze in |
|
|
|

I writing sessions at the weekend, on my lunch

I breaks, or whenever | could find the time. It

I probably took about 3 years and | definitely had to
embrace the spirit of Michael’s resilience to keep

1 going when | was tired or finding something hard!

|
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What are your top tips to | | Whatis your favourite book with
any children who would like I I a dog in (other than your own)?
to be an author one day? ||
| | | | have loads of favourites! For kids who
| Write lots! And let your | | enioy Michael,. there’s a.book called
| imagination run wild! Also, I find | | :I'here’s a Dog in My Brain that | love -
| ithelpstoread my storyoutloud | | it’s a super funny body-swap comedy
| solcan hear which bits sound | | about a b°?’ cqllec.:l DGE"“Y who ends up
| good and spot which bits might | | swapping lives with his dog, Dudley. I'm
I need chqnging if the sentences I I also a big fan Of the Peanut, Butter and
I don’t ﬂow easily' Sometimes | I I CraCker series, WhiCh fo"ows the Iives Of
l\ get a friend to read it out for me. /l I two II’:t dogs and a cat in a graphic
novel tormat.
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
| |
\
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Are you writing another children’s book at the moment?

\
I
I've just finished writing Michael’s second adventure - Michael the Incredible |
Super- Sleuth Sausage Dog, where Michael has to turn detective when Susan the |
Chocolate Labrador gets dognapped. And I’'m currently working on something |
brand new, but it’s top secret for a little while! |
|

/



You can find out more about this
book and play games by clicking
here:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics
[zpffcxs/articles/zhmjtew# zjw97v47

Did you know that you
can join the Blue Peter
book club online?

oo - . . ,
, 2 Enter our competition

Would you like to win a signed copy of this book?

Send us a photo, drawing or a written description of your favourite book you
have read this year and we will enter your name into the prize draw.

Send your entries to office@|2|2r.org


https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpffcxs/articles/zhmjtcw#zjw97v47
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/findoutmore/blue-peter-apply-for-a-book-badge
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/findoutmore/blue-peter-apply-for-a-book-badge
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Staff picks

------

Matilda

For more ideas of
books to read click
here or scan here:



https://www.thereaderteacher.com/monthly-must-reads-october-2023

LEARN TO LOVE
TO READ

Who do we work with?

® 2 22
RACR YA
L a)
B8 B8
partner schools children's centres other charities families living
in Wandsworth in Wandsworth in Wandsworth in Wandsworth
What do we do?

Develop a
love of g Workshops and

reading parent training
. Training and providing
reading volunteers
Teach the
skills you need Early Years' classes
to read

FIND OUT MORE BY SCANNING HERE OR
EMAIL: TARA@L2L2R.ORG
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Could Yl]lJ he

Can you spare an hour a
week to help local
children who find reading

difficult?

Find out more and apply
online at
www.learn2love2read.org.uk
or scan the QR code below:

ANY QUESTIONS?
Email: Matilda@l2l2r.org

Charity Registration Number: 1175288



