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Today’s session

1.
2.
3.

How to approach GCSE and AL Comp
Example tasks
Two approaches to taking a piece from
Good to Great

Questions
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BUT FIRST: FREE DOWNLOAD
(USING THE CODE PASSINGNOTESGCSE)

INSPIRING COMPOSITION IN THE CLASSROOM

GETTING STARTED
WITH GCSE
COMPOSITION

W ©

A PRACTICAL HANDBOOK FOR
TEACHERS & PUPILS
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How to approach GCSE and AL composition

e Bridging the gap between creativity and
technical skills

e Developing and workshopping

e (Generating ideas

e Score presentation and details




Passine
Notes E

Education

Score Presentation
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Score Presentation

Molto Allegro .
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Dynamics, phrasing and expression are not an add-on
or supplementary stage... they are composition! '
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Developing Skills - Tasks (Harmony)
Same Shape, Different Harmony

Your turn!

What harmonic possibilities can you find here (which will your students
think of?)
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Developing Skills - Tasks (Harmony)

Same Shape, Different Harmony
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Developing Skills - Tasks (Harmony)

Same Shape, Different Harmony
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zGj9aSwXMLg

Four-note Composition

}lour training in composition up to now has mainly been directed towards melody, harmony and
standard forms. This means you have studied a form, such as minuet and trio, then synthesised its
modulations and grammar in your own version of it.

To help get you thinking about some different parameters, this exercise will restrict your melodic
palette to just FOUR NOTES, meaning that to generate an interesting piece of music for any length of
time, you will need to look beyond melody and harmony and will probably focus more on timbre

and rhythm.

BRIEF

Compose a short study piece of no more than TWO MINUTES, using only four pitch classes (i.e.
notes that may be deployed in any available octave). You should write for the following FOUR
instruments:

e Initial draft/substantial sketches to be workshopped on <DAY> <DATE> (please bring

instruments!) S
e Completed scores in Sibelius by <DAY> <DATE>

Good luck!




Task: talk with your neighbour!

Restricting the number
of pitches used can be

° . f!our training in composition up to now has mainly been directed towards melody, harmony and
standard forms. This means you have studied a form, such as minuet and trio, then synthesised its
llb eratlng but al S O modulations and grammar in your own version of it.
° To help get you thinking about some different parameters, this exercise will restrict your melodic
d auntln palette to just FOUR NOTES, meaning that to generate an interesting piece of music for any length of
g o time, you will need to look beyond melody and harmony and will probably focus more on timbre

and rhythm.

BRIEF
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Wh at p O t e I . t 1 al Compose a short study piece of no more than TWO MINUTES, using only four pitch classes (i.e.

notes that may be deployed in any available octave), You should write for the following FOUR
instruments:
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Good luck!




4-note composition: some common pitfalls

e (Choosing pitches that form neat
triads

e Thinking melodically, not motivically

e ‘Playing safe’ with textures and
timbres
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Buy me (cheaper on our stand here at

MTA Conference!!

EE@SE
Composition
Handbook

3 step by step guides to creating
great GCSE Compositions:

Melody and Accompaniment

Popular Song
Jazz Piece

Chris Fish

Roll over image to zoom in

Read sample

GCSE Composition Handbook: 3 step by step guides to

creating great GCSE Compositions Paperback - 31 Aug. 2024
by Chris Fish (Author)
See all formats and editions

Teaching GCSE composition is hard, but it doesn't have to be.

This guide aims to help every music teacher guide their students to effective GCSE compositions,
and the step by step instructions can be used for both ‘Free’ and ‘Brief’ compositions.

Each of the three topic areas — Melody and Accompaniment, Popular Song and Jazz Piece, ones that
are perennially popular with students — are broken down into simple, manageable chunks making
this the perfect handbook for every music teacher, whatever your background in teaching
composition.

At the end of each section there is an ‘extensions’ guide, which can be expanded to cater for even
the most able students.

L;J Report an issue with this product

Print length Publication date Dimensions

0 ® t >

21.01x0.3x29.69
cm

Language

51 pages English 31 Aug. 2024

Paperback
£9.99

prime

Other New from £9.99 v

Delivery Pickup

£999
prime

FREE delivery Friday, 13 September. Order
within 12 hrs 44 mins. Details

@ Typically ships from a warehouse closer
to you v

© Deliver to C - London SW20 0
In stock
Quantity: 1 v
Add to Basket

Buy Now
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Task: talk to your neighbour!

What 1s good about this piece?

Where do we need to coach this
student to greater heights?
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From Good...
Strengths:
1. Thematic consistency
2. Harmonic language includes

INnversions

Rhythm and articulation give a
sense of style

Does move to a new key area
and has some contrast

Rhythmic augmentation to
finish
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Issues:

Length
Harmony/tonality
Texture
‘Development’

Coda

A e
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Sequence (modulation)

Imitation

Variety of idiomatic textures

Pedal points

Fragmentation, inversion,
augmentation, diminution

e Useof bII, bIITl and b VI to widen
the harmonic palette

e ‘Alevel chords like dim7, V7d, aug6
e Harmonic rhythm
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Visit us in the trade fair for
MTA special discounts on all
our resources 1ncluding:

GCSE Composition Handbook

A Teacher’s Guide to Bach Chorales

AND

20% off a yearly subscription to

ALL of our CPD webinars
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Any questions?
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Thank you for attending today.

We could really appreciate your feedback. You
can email us at:

info@passingnoteseducation.co.uk

Stay 1n touch. Find us on LinkedIn and
Facebook

And if you are interested in presenting for
Passing Notes Education please email




