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Taking Occam’s Razor to Quaker Myths

 Making a Meal of History
– Peculiar, Persecuted People: Joseph Besse
– Social Gospellers: Robert Owen 
– Social Democrats: Eduard Bernstein 
– Paleo-Communists: Karl Marx
– Mystical : Rufus Jones
– Lukewarm Revolutionaries: Christopher Hill
– Icons of  Activism: …?    

 An (‘unpalatable) Truth? 
Ask not...
“why did so many of the Quakers become commercially successful?”

but rather… 
“why did so many of the commercially successful become Quakers?” 



Quakerism – Made for Sharing!

 Key Research Finding: Sharing
– Apprenticeships & Education, Finance, Discipline, and Network
– Discipline strongly Pro-Business
– Paleo-regulatory mechanism against Systemic Risk (especially bad 

debt!)
– Cooperation – but not communism!

 Towards a Rational Quaker in the Age of Reason
– Discipline, yes; but applied with discretion  
– Toleration a pre-requisite for Unity
– Arbitration – rule of the Weighty, but l
– Sharing of Values as much as (more than?) Beliefs! 

“Leave not a hoof in Egypt” (Exodus 10:26)

Quakers were not 

Puritanical Puritans 
(that comes rather later…)



Shared Values (1688)

”
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Some Possible Conclusions

 “In the World but not Of the World”
– Ever the Religious Society of Friends, but Eschatology = Science in 1666
– ‘End Times’ were indicated by events:

Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? 
He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son.

1. John 2.22

– Obligation to eschew the ‘established church’
– Need to see Friends as (eternally) practical 
– ‘Mystics’ had no impetus to “Build the Kingdom”!

 Distinguish the ‘Inward’ from the ‘Inner’
– Quakerism is an evolving ‘institution’
– Contemporary focus on the individual 
– ‘Inward’ stresses the communal and external
– Ultimately,

Inward = Unifying 
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