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All Party Parliamentary Group on Perpetrators of Domestic Abuse 

Inaugural Meeting: Minutes 

 

Date and time: 15:00 – 16:00, Wednesday 4 September 2024   

Location: Room P, Portcullis House, 1 Victoria Embankment, London, SW1A 2JR 

 

Attendees:  
Jess Asato (Labour) – Elected Chair  

Matthew Patrick MP (Labour) – Elected Officer  

Liz Saville Roberts (Plaid Cymru) – Elected 
Officer 

Baroness Bertin (Conservative) – Elected 
Vice-Chair (Pre-agreed to stand for election in 
absence)   

Jess Phillips MP (Labour)  

Amanda Hack MP (Labour)  

Claire Hughes MP (Labour)  

Antonia Bance MP (Labour)  

Linsey Farnsworth MP (Labour)  

Natalie Fleet MP (Labour)  

Jonathon Hinder MP (Labour)  

Anneliese Midgley MP (Labour)  

Steve Darling MP (Liberal Democrat)  

Tim Roca MP (Labour)  

Charlotte Nichols MP (Labour)  

Jenny Riddell-Carpenter MP (Labour)  

Sarah Hall MP (Labour (Co-op))  

Dr Simon Opher MP (Labour)  

Christine Jardine MP (Liberal Democrat)  

Maya Ellis MP (Labour)  

Leigh Ingham MP (Labour)  

Helena Thompson, Home Office  

Jo Todd, Respect  

Ailsa Malcolm, The Drive Partnership  

Joanna Camadoo-Rothwell, SafeLives  

Yasemin Miller, SafeLives  

 

Welcome and introduction – Jess Asato MP  
 
Jess Asato MP welcomed attendees, outlined the focus and purpose of the inaugural meeting and 
invited attendees to introduce themselves. 
 
Jo Todd outlined the APPG’s history and its purpose and invited the election of officers to form the 
new APPG on Perpetrators of Domestic Abuse.   
  
Election of Chairs and Officers – Jess Asato MP  
 
Jess Asato MP invited nominations for Chair, Vice-Chair and Officers to form the new APPG on 
Perpetrators of Domestic Abuse. Attendees voted in favour of:  
 

• Jess Asato MP – Chair  

• Baroness Bertin – Vice-Chair  

• Matthew Patrick MP – Officer  

• Liz Saville Roberts MP – Officer  
 
Stopping Domestic Abuse: Respect Manifesto – Jo Todd, CEO, Respect  
 
Jo Todd shared an overview of the history of responding to domestic abuse perpetrators, including 
the positive progress that has been made, whilst also highlighting the ongoing issues and the 
systemic change needed to ensure effective and safe responses to all perpetrators, which will be 
essential to achieving the Government’s commitment to halve Violence Against Women and Girls 
(VAWG) within a decade.  
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Jo Todd shared key facts and messages from the Respect Manifesto:  
 

• 2.1 million adults experienced domestic abuse in England and Wales in 2023 alone and 20% 
of children in the UK have lived with an adult perpetrating domestic abuse. One in five killings 
is a domestic homicide and the number of suspected suicides following domestic abuse has 
recently overtaken the number of intimate partner homicides for the first time. 

• Perpetrators make up a large and diverse group. The majority are men abusing women, but 
some are women abusing men, and some are in same sex relationships. Perpetrators come 
from all backgrounds, ages, religions, social classes, and ethnicities, and include perpetrators 
of intimate partner abuse and abuse against parents, siblings, and other family members.  

• Many abuse the same victim for years without consequence, many move from partner to 
partner, family to family, creating new victims each time. Many cause high levels of harm with 
severe impacts, including femicide, homicide and suicide. Some are totally resistant to 
admitting and taking responsibility for their behaviour, others seek help and are determined to 
change. All require a response which is safe, prioritises the wellbeing of survivors, and stops 
them from causing further harm.  

• For everyone harmed there is a personal cost: trauma, injury, financial hardship, loss. These 
are serious and lasting impacts that adult and child survivors experience. But the costs are 
not just personal, there is also a fiscal cost to the state and ultimately the taxpayer. The 
government’s latest estimate is that domestic abuse costs £78bn every year: giving a clear 
economic, as well as moral, imperative to addressing this issue.  

 
Jo Todd outlined the sector’s welcoming of the Government’s ambition to use all tools available to 
tackle perpetrators and halve VAWG within a decade and outlined that ensuring a safe and effective 
response to all perpetrators will be central to this aim. Jo Todd outlined the four key asks of the 
Respect Manifesto that will help to achieve this:   

• Fund specialist service provision in every local area 

• Prioritise data and evidence 

• Make justice work 

• Focus on prevention 

Jo Todd highlighted the need for strong political will and funding to ensure that the Government can 
achieve its ambitions in relation to tackling perpetrators and halving VAWG. Jo Todd welcomed the 
Government’s swift response to recent riots, and called for domestic abuse to be treated with the 
same level of urgency for the national emergency that it is.  
 
Jo Todd welcomed the inauguration of the APPG on Perpetrators of Domestic Abuse, particularly 
following the Labour Government’s clear commitments within its Manifesto and 10-year plan and 
highlighted the APPG as an important forum for cross-party and cross-sector collaboration towards 
these ambitions.  
  
Jess Asato MP invited Jess Phillips MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State (Minister for 
Safeguarding and Violence Against Women and Girls), to share reflections and opening remarks to 
the inaugural meeting of the APPG on Perpetrators of Domestic Abuse.  
 
Jess Phillips MP shared appreciation for the sector’s support of the Government’s ambitions to 
address perpetrators of domestic abuse and halve VAWG within a decade. Jess Phillips MP reflected 
on what has been achieved previously, and outlined the need for a new way of thinking to ensure that 
Government ambitions are achieved – including looking beyond a purely criminal justice system 
approach to a cross-government response and systemic change. Jess Phillips MP reflected on the 
need for greater focus across systems on tackling the root cause of domestic abuse, particularly 
across housing and education systems. Jess Phillips MP also outlined the need for a range of suitable 
responses for different cohorts and risk levels, alongside increased data and evaluation to understand 
what works best for who. Jess Phillips MP outlined the next year as key for the Government’s plans 
and ambitions in relation to VAWG, and welcomed working across parties and with the sector to 
ensure the Government is held to account on its commitments.  
 
Questions and discussion  
 

https://www.respect.org.uk/pages/respect-manifesto#:~:text=Our%20Manifesto%20calls%20on%20political%20parties
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Charlotte Nichols MP welcomed the Government’s ambitions and the appointments of Jess Phillips 

MP and Alex Davies-Jones MP within the Home Office and Ministry of Justice. Recalling recent 

figures published by NSPCC in relation to VAWG, Charlotte Nichols MP outlined improving data and 

evaluation as essential to the Government’s commitments, and asked a question around how this can 

be achieved. Charlotte Nichols MP also called for a shift in response to perpetrators across all 

systems, including the political sphere, to ensure everyone is equipped to identify and respond to 

perpetrators.  

Jess Phillips MP highlighted the need for understanding of where existing data is coming from, and 
which data is being looked at. Jess Phillips MP highlighted a common recent interest across the 
media in the age profile of perpetrators, which is useful, but outlined that there is much more that 
needs to be gathered and considered.    
  
Steve Darling MP raised the importance of affordable housing and children’s social care focus, 
reflecting on personal experiences with adoption, alongside a trauma-informed approach to 
addressing perpetrators. Steve Darling MP also highlighted the pervasive culture of misogyny that 
affects all young girls and women and outlined this as one of the biggest challenges to be addressed.   
 
Jo Todd agreed that it is important to consider domestic abuse within the wider framing of VAWG, 
and that responses to domestic abuse must be part of a wider, coordinated response to VAWG. Jo 
Todd also agreed that trauma-informed approaches are essential – behaviour change programmes 
must always be centred around safety and wellbeing with a focus on increasing the safety of victim-
survivors, reducing the risk that perpetrators pose, and breaking the cycle of domestic abuse. Most 
perpetrators themselves have been part of that cycle of domestic abuse, and most want to break free 
from it.    
 
Liz Saville Roberts MP outlined the importance of understanding what success looks like and the 
role that the Government has to play in that – there must be the space for different approaches to be 
tested and allowed to fail to support learning and understanding of the key points that can be 
changed, and the key areas that must be evaluated. Need an ongoing openness to new and better 
ways of doing things.  
 
Linsey Farnsworth MP highlighted the urgent need to stop the cycle before another generation goes 
through it, and asked a question around how we can achieve this through the education system.  
 
Jo Todd agreed and outlined the importance of support and intervention for young people, such as 
Respect’s Young People’s Programme.     
 
Jess Phillips MP reiterated the need for a strong evidence base on what works for different cohorts, 
and outlined that any roll-out of responses or interventions nationally would still require tailored 
responses for different cohorts. Rolling out anything will require a strong evidence base, and not 
everything is going to work for everyone.   
 
Jo Todd added that the data on what doesn’t work is just as important to learn and evolve.  
 
Jo Todd highlighted the Drive Project’s approach to high-risk, high-harm perpetrators and its 
engagement across the criminal justice system and wider multi-agency partners for positive learning.  
 
Dr Simon Opher MP recalled experience as a GP engaging with the police in domestic abuse cases, 
and also outlined the importance of being cautious and considered with targets.  
 
Jess Phillips MP outlined that the aim is always for more people to feel able to come forward but 
ensuring that we are not opening the door for them into an empty room. Must ensure that when 
victim-survivors come forward they do not experience further harm through system responses – we 
must stop harm without causing harm. Jess Phillips MP also agreed that focusing solely on targets 
will not achieve wider systemic change, but they do help to consider the impact of change – for 
example, if you could stop all repeat offences, overall cases would likely be reduced by roughly ¾.   
 
Jo Todd outlined importance of risk factors too – pregnancy and early childhood are high risk factors, 
with a staggering number of babies present at domestic abuse call outs.   
 
Liz Saville Roberts MP raised point on previous proposals for a domestic abuse perpetrator register.  
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Jess Asato MP invited suggestions for future meeting focuses. Agreed focuses included:  

• The Respect Manifesto: justice, data and evaluation, funding, and prevention  
 
Members also suggested consideration of:  

• Domestic abuse awareness training session for MPs to support understanding of best 
practice responses to both victim-survivors and perpetrators. 

• Evaluation of constituency case work data regarding domestic abuse.  

• Site visits and/or engagement with victim-survivors and/or perpetrator service users.  

• Whole system response to domestic abuse – early intervention, prevention, and health 
responses.  

• Social media and technology – exploring trends in tech data that could indicate evidence of 
domestic abuse or perpetration. 

  
Jess Asato MP thanked attendees for joining and contributing and closed the inaugural meeting. 
 

 


