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Amazing Animals
Assemblies for the Autumn Term
 
Introduction : 
 
This Assembly Pack aims to inspire, encourage and engage children in discovering how amazing God is.  Throughout the year we will amazed by awesome animals, we will discover amazing people and will be exploring amazing places that help us understand more about God.

Each assembly focuses on a specific value, theme or keyword and covers many of the spiritual, moral and cultural  aspects of the SMSC guidelines.

 
Overview:  
 
Autumn Term – Amazing Animals. Each assembly will focus on an animal found in the Bible and what values can be leant from that story, with the exception of the Harvest Assembly that focuses on Dogs as being good companions and the Remembrance Assembly that looks at Doves being a symbol of peace. 
 
Spring Term – Amazing People.  These assemblies will look at the lives of significant Christians. Sports people, Musicians, Explorers etc, who can inspire children in different ways. 
 
Summer Term – Amazing Places.  Mountains, Rivers, Deserts, Countries (Japan – Olympics), Houses etc. Christians believe God is everywhere.  Each place we look at will be linked to a special God inspired event or story.
  
Visual Aids:   A PowerPoint Presentation is available to download for each of these assemblies on the Spinnaker Portal.
 
Reflection and prayer: 
 
We have focused on reflections that can be used in most settings. There are a few prayers which should only be used with prior permission from the school and must be used sensitively. Remember that many children, even in a faith school are not Christians so you should always give children the option to listen to the prayer, rather than praying with you. Saying something along the following lines, gives children the opportunity to opt in to the prayer. E.g. “I am going to talk to God by reading a prayer. If you would like to make this prayer your own, you can say, ‘Amen’ at the end.” 

Contributors:  Martin Sweet, Katie Burtonshaw, Rachel Swaby, Glenis Ruston, Lisa Absolom, Cathy Ellis, Harriet Allen, Mike Harrowing, Caroline Rous.
 

	
	Title

	Story
(Bible reference)
	Theme/Values/Keywords


	1
	Birds: Do not worry

	Matthew 6: 25-34
	Introduction to theme of Amazing Animals!  Bob the Bird /The very worried Sparrow. In this assembly we find out how to cope with new beginnings. Especially, changes that may cause anxiety. Through sharing the story, children discover that we are all special to God and ways we can learn to cope with worry. Care, peace, calm, emotional well-being

	2
	Whales: Jonah and the whale


	Jonah: 1-4
	Facing challenges. Sometimes in life we face challenges we would like to run away from, but this can often lead to an even bigger problem. The story of Jonah teaches us the importance of obedience, and the benefits that can be gained from taking some time out. respect, equality, obedience, fear, courage, tolerance and mutual respect, time out

	3
	Dogs: Rough sleeper

Harvest Assembly
	
	Harvest Thanksgiving: A wordplay assembly using the word harvest. This story of a rough sleeper can help us understand the faithfulness, loyalty and love that a dog unconditionally gives to its owner.  This assembly will help children understand the importance of sharing, companionship and why Christians celebrate Harvest.
Sharing, giving food, helping, being thankful, hunger (Foodbank or other charities) 

	4
	Camels


	Matt 19: 23-26
	Can you be like a camel?  Would you be prepared to give up your load to achieve the possible.  This assembly focuses on our attitude towards our possessions.  What are we prepared to sacrifice/give up in order to achieve our dream, goals and ambitions? Humility, trust, grace, love of money/possessions, priorities- Who or what comes first in our lives?  All things are possible with God.

	5
	Doves
	Matt 3: 13-17
Luke 3:21
	This assembly looks at the Dove which is an important symbol to Christians. It represents peace (the opposite of war), the Holy Spirit (when Jesus was baptised) and is also linked to the RAF. There are many amazing wartime stories of when pigeons/doves were used to deliver messages. Can we be messengers of peace to others? Love, forgiveness, messages, good communication, peace.




	6
	Lions



	Daniel 6
	Can we be couragous like Daniel and be prepared to stand up for what we believe in. Explore the exciting story of Daniel in the lion’s den. Use drama to bring the story to life.
Individual liberty, tolerance, resilience, choices, courage,

	7
	Sheep
Clues: Fabric clue- e.g. woolly jumper.

	Luke 2
365 Stories pg. 280
	A Christmas Assembly which focuses on the Shepherds.  Why did God choose the Shepherds to be the first to see the newborn saviour?  What can we learn from them?

Humility, gratitude, appreciation, Saviour








Additional Notes:

· For all of the above assemblies we recommend having a toy animal as the visual object or use the pictures on the accompanying power point presentations.

· When introducing this series, it may be appropriate in some settings to mention the
famous natural historian, Sir David Attenborough who celebrated his 100th birthday in May of this year. He has presented documentaries on Wildlife, the natural world and ‘The Blue Planet’ for over 70 years.

· For Assembly 3 – Dogs (Harvest Assembly) – feel free to change Katie’s Dog to your own favourite dog.





















Assembly 1: Birds

Theme/Values/Keywords: Introduction to theme of Amazing Animals!  Bob the Bird /The very worried Sparrow. In this assembly we find out how to cope with new beginnings. Especially, changes that may cause anxiety. Through sharing the story, children discover that we are all special to God and ways we can learn to cope with worry.   Promise, Faithfulness, Obedience, Love, Safety.

Story: The Very Worried Sparrow (Matthew 6: 25-34)

Suggested Entry Music: Nothing’s too big, big, big (Doug Horley)

Resources: 
Pictures of birds

Introduction/Hook:

This is the beginning of a new term.  All of you are in new classes, some of you are in a new school everything is new, lots of you have new shoes, new uniforms, new bags, new pencil cases and new books to write in.  Many of you felt very nervous on the first day of the new term but now you will be settling in and making lots of new friends and getting used to your new teachers and they will be getting used to you! 
 
You could show the children a series of new experiences on a power point, learning to swim, going to a new friend’s house, learning gymnastics, learning a musical instrument, learning to walk a tight rope, to abseil, rock climbing etc.  Get the children to put a thumbs up, thumbs down or thumbs sideways depending on how scary they think the activity is. 
 
I wonder if there is something you are looking forward to in this new school year?  
 
Starting something new can be scary, but it can also be exciting! 
 
We are starting a series of assemblies about ‘Amazing Animals’ this term. We are going to hear about animals that have played a role in Bible stories and what we can learn from them.  Today are going to begin by looking at birds. 

Game/Activity – Play a matching game with printed out pictures of birds, and printed out words to describe them. Can they be matched correctly?

FASTEST		Peregrine Falcon
LARGEST		Ostrich
LOUDEST		Kakapo (from New Zealand)
BEST SWIMMER	Penguin
FLIES THE FURTHEST	Arctic Tern
SMALLEST		Bee Hummingbird
MOST COLOURFUL	Parrot

Congratulate the children taking part.


In our story today, we are going to hear about Bob, a little bird who unfortunately was      worried about anything and everything. Like many of us, Bob found new experiences very difficult indeed – he was called, ‘The Very Worried Sparrow.’ 
 
Main content: (This material comes from the story of the very worried sparrow by Meryl Donay and Gaby Hansen, ISBN 978-0-7459-6921-3) This is a paraphrased version of the story. 
 
Bob the bird was a Very Worried Little Sparrow.  All the other baby birds cheeped happily at the bright blue sky, but the Very Worried Sparrow cried ‘Meep, Meep’ in a very little voice. 
 
The first thing he worried about was food.  ‘Oh dear!’ he thought. ‘I’m so hungry whatever am I going to eat?’ 
 
But he needn’t have worried because, suddenly there was Mother, with a fat juicy caterpillar for each baby bird. Yum yum! 
 
One day, Father gathered the little sparrows around him. 
 
I think it is time you learned to fly, ‘he said…. 
‘Wheeeeeeee this is lovely,’ called the little sparrows as they flapped their tiny wings and flew from the tree.  
‘Meep, meep said the Very Worried Sparrow.  ‘I don’t dare.’ He was so scared he lost his balance, toppled off the branch… but he flipped and flapped…and flew! 
 
Every new experience was very scary for the Very Worried Sparrow.  He was frightened of the winter snow, but when spring arrived, he felt all alone and he didn’t expect to find a mate to make a nest with! 
But of course, he did.    
When his lady sparrow mate laid some eggs, he got even more worried…   
The turtle dove, with the soft white feather spoke kindly to him, she told him and the other sparrows about the Great Father who made the world and everything in it.  She spoke how the Great Father orders the seasons and the years and of how things grow.  She also told the Very Worried Sparrow how the Great Father knows each creature and its time on the earth. 
The Very Worried Sparrow listened to the Turtle Dove and by the time his babies hatched from their eggs, he was a changed bird.  ‘We can watch our babies grow, teach them to fly and tell them about the Great Father who made the world and everything in it,’ he said and he flew up into the sky singing ‘cheep, cheep, cheep,’ at the top of his voice!!!! Bob was no longer a Very Worried Sparrow; he was a totally amazing sparrow! 

Pupil response:

Who do you think is the Great Father in the story?  Take some ideas. You can explain that Christians believe in God who knows everything about us. 






Reflection:	

In the Bible, Jesus said to his friends… 
 
6 “Aren't five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one sparrow is forgotten by God. 7 Even the hairs of your head have all been counted. So, do not be afraid; you are worth much more than many sparrows! Luke 12:6-7 
 
As a Christian, I believe that God knows all about us, even the smallest of us, nobody is too small for God.  He even knows how many hairs are on our heads. So, there was no need for the Very Worried Sparrow to be worried…. I believe it is important to trust God – who promises to not let us down! 
 
Reflection:  New beginnings are exciting but also a little scary.  Remember that it is normal to feel nervous at the start of a new adventure.  As a Christian I believe that God knows all about us and everything we are going through. Maybe we can help somebody, who is feeling nervous, to feel better 

Prayer: 
As we start this new term, please calm our worries and help us to enjoy new challenges, knowing that you know all about us and care about us. Amen 





























Assembly 2:  Whales

Theme/Values/Keywords:  Facing challenges.  Sometimes in life we face challenges we would like to run away from, but this can often lead to an even bigger problem.  The story of Jonah teaches us the importance of obedience, the benefits that can be gained from taking time out and having respect and tolerance of people who may be different to us.  Respect, Equality, Obedience, Fear, Courage, Tolerance, Mutual Respect, Taking time out.

Story:	Jonah and the Whale (Jonah 1-4)
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

Suggested Entry Music: King of Me (Rend co.kids)

Resources: Whale picture (for game) and cards numbered 1- 9 

Introduction/Hook

In our last assembly we were introduced to the theme of Amazing Animals.  Who can remember what animals we talked about? (Birds – Bob the Bird story).
Let’s discover today’s amazing creature!  We are going to play a game (a bit like the ‘Catch Phrase’ TV Game show).  I will need 3 contestants to take part, and they will be able to pick a number on the grid (numbers 1-9) to gradually reveal a picture of today’s amazing animal.  The winner will be the first one to guess the hidden animal.


NB. If you are unable to use the power point presentation in your assembly, print out a picture of a whale (as large as possible/or use a poster) and cover it with numbered squares of paper blu-tacked on to the picture.

Today’s amazing animal is a Whale!  (Thank the children for taking part).
Here are some amazing facts about Whales … Whales are mammals, calves (baby whales) grow inside their mothers until they are born.  Whales breathe air as we do, unlike fish they cannot breathe underwater.  To breathe they have a blowhole in the top of their heads. When they reach the surface of the ocean, they take air in through this blowhole.  The Blue whale is the largest animal in the world that has ever lived, with a length of up to 30 meters long (that’s the length of 2 buses) and weight of up to 200 tonnes. Their tongues alone can weigh as much as an elephant and their hearts as much as a car!  Despite being so massive, this giant of the ocean feeds on some of the smallest marine life – tiny shrimp like animals called krill.  Whales, particularly the Blue whale and the humpback whale are well known for singing.
(It might be fun for some children to measure 30 meters with a tape measure to show how long Whales are in comparison to the school hall).

Main content: 

Our Bible Story today is the story of Jonah. (from the OT Book of Jonah). Read or act out.
One day God told the prophet Jonah: ‘I have a message for you to take to the people of Nineveh.  You know how cruel and wicked they are.  You must tell both king and people that unless they are sorry for their wrong doings and change their ways, I am going to punish them.’
Jonah did not want to do as God said.  He was ready to preach to God’s own people in Israel, but he did not want to go to a foreign nation.  He had heard about the terrible 
things they would do to people.  ‘If I go to Nineveh and tell them about God,’ Jonah thought, ‘they may be sorry for their sins and tell God.  Then God will forgive them and decide not to punish them.  They deserve to be punished without any early warning from me!’

Jonah decided to run away.  He wanted to get as far away from Nineveh – and God - as he could.  He set off for the seaport of Joppa, where ships were waiting to sail to places near and far.  One, Jonah found, was due to sail to Tarshish, a land so far away from Nineveh.  Jonah paid the fare and climbed on board.  Tired out with his long walk to the port and his struggle with God, he went below to sleep.  Jonah soon fell asleep.  At first the gentle rise and fall of the ship on the sea soothed his tired body and mind.  But before long a strong wind began to whip up the water.  The waves rose higher and higher and came crashing against the sides of the ship.  The sailors worked with all their strength to try and keep the ship on course.  In desperation they threw some cargo overboard to try and make the ship easier to control but soon, they knew it would break up and they would all drown.  The terrified crew began to cry out for help.  The captain went below and found to his astonishment that Jonah was still asleep. He shook him by the shoulder and shouted ‘Wake up! Pray to your God.  If this storm goes on, we are all lost!  On deck the sailors talked and planned.  ‘I reckon we’ve got a villain on board,’ one said.  ‘The gods are angry with him and have sent this storm to punish him.  Let’s draw lots to find out who is to blame.’  The rest agreed.  The name they pulled was Jonah.  ‘It’s all my fault’ Jonah said to the sailors.  I have disobeyed God and I am running away from him.’  ‘That’s terrible!’ the sailors exclaimed ‘But how can we put things right and stop this storm?’  ‘By throwing me overboard,’ Jonah said bravely.  The sailors were kind men.  They did not want Jonah to drown but in the end they did.  And at once the sea was calm.  They thanked God for saving them and said, ‘From now on we will serve and worship you alone,’ they promised.

Meanwhile … Down, down, down Jonah sank.  Deep down, beneath the waves.  But God did not let him drown.  God sent a great big fish, and GULP! GULP! GULP!
Jonah was safe inside.  It was dark and slippery and slimy in there, but Jonah was alive!  ‘You saved my life,’ Jonah said to God.  ‘Thank you.  I’m sorry I ran away.  Next time I’ll do as you tell me – if I ever get out!’

Jonah was stuck inside the fish for three whole days.  Then … HIC! HIC! HICCUP!
…at God’s command the fish spat Jonah out onto a nice dry beach.  ‘Go to Nineveh, Jonah, ‘God said for the second time.  Jonah had learned his lesson.  He obeyed.  He went to Nineveh and told the people to turn away from their wickedness.  The people of Nineveh were sorry.  They stopped being nasty – and God was kind to them.  Jonah grumbled!  He knew this would happen. He wanted God to punish them, not forgive them.  But God said to Jonah, ‘Think of all those children, and the animals too.  I love everyone – yes, even the people of Nineveh.  Isn’t that a good thing?








Pupil response:

Have you ever wanted to run away, or at least run in the opposite direction rather than facing up to a situation?  I know I have!  Sometimes we are asked to do things or are expected to say things to people that might make us feel anxious or worried.  Or we simply might not want to do as we are told!  Well I can really identify with Jonah.  He wanted to serve God, but he had a real problem in doing what God asked of him.  Particularly because he disliked the people God wanted him to talk to!


So, what happened to Jonah in the story?  (He tried to run away, because of his disobedience he was blamed for causing the storm and he got thrown overboard, but instead of drowning he got swallowed by a fish).
I wonder what Jonah was thinking while he was inside the whale, for three days? It certainly gave him time to think about his situation. The bible says inside the fish he did not think about what might happen next.  Instead, he just felt full of thankfulness to God that he had been saved, and that he had a chance to put things right.

Reflection:

What positive things can we learn from this story the next time we have to face a challenge that may be causing us to fear?
· Don’t run away – that may only make things worse for us!
· Try to understand our feelings – why are we worried? Who can we talk to?
· Take time out – to think about our situation
· Take time out - to be thankful for being able to put things right
Prayer:

God, thank you for loving everyone.  Please help us to show your love and respect to others.  Give us courage to face up to the challenges we face and help us to take time out to think about our situation and to be thankful that you are always with us.  Amen.


















Assembly 3:  Dogs (Harvest Thanksgiving Assembly)

Theme/Values/Keywords:  A wordplay assembly using the word HARVEST.  This story of a rough sleeper can help us understand the faithfulness, loyalty and love that a dog unconditionally gives its owner.  This assembly will help children understand the importance of sharing, companionship and why Christians celebrate Harvest.
Friendship, loyalty, faithfulness, Unconditional love, companionship, sharing, helping, being thankful, hunger.

Bible Verse:  Give thanks to the Lord for He is good.  His love endures forever. Psalm 136 v1                      

Suggested Entry Music: So so good (Phil Wickham)

Resources: BGT You tube clip

Introduction/Hook

As we continue our assembly theme of ‘Amazing Animals’, today I want to ask you what you think is the most amazing animal in the world and why? Obviously, there are no right or wrong answers! (Take a few suggestions).
For me, that question is easy.  It would have to be a dog!  I think dogs are very intelligent animals, some of the most well-trained dogs do very special jobs because of their incredible ability to obey commands.  They can smell things the human nose can’t smell, protect things and people, find things, rescue people and perform many tasks that help people with disabilities.  If you’ve ever watched ‘Britain’s got Talent (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OGt_6foIZDU)’, you will also have seen dogs that can dance and even do card tricks!
Game: Think of as many different jobs dogs do - create a list/show pictures …
Police Dog, Guide Dog, Therapy Dog, Sniffer Dogs, Rescue Dogs, Hearig Dogs, Friend/companion dog, sheep dog, Dancing dogs on Britain’s Got Talent – Finn, Ashleigh & Pudsey.

For me, the most amazing dog in the world can’t do any of those things.  In fact, he’s quite daft, but he is my most faithful and loyal companion.  It is of course my dog.  His name is Dumbledore and I love him very much!

[image: ]

Hands up if you have a dog you love very much.
Today, as we celebrate Harvest Festival, it is a time when Christians thank God for all the good things that He gives us, and it’s a time when we especially want to share what we have with others who are not so fortunate.  (At this point you can thank the children for any donations they have brought to school – and say where they will be going).

Main Content:  Homeless man and a stray dog are the best of friends

As we think of those in need, and particularly for those living on the street, I want to tell you the true story of Andy and his dog, Bailey. 
[image: ]








https://youtu.be/U1jUXnAnb7A (not appropriate to show due to references to drugs but may be useful for you to have seen before leading this assembly)

Andy was interviewed by Channel 4 news while sleeping rough on the streets of London with his dog, Bailey.
This is what he had to say about his dog ….
“When you’re homeless it’s an unforgiving world. Bailey saves my life on a daily basis.
It can be lonely but having a dog is company.  It’s having another heartbeat by your side.
Bailey carries my shopping.  He wants to please me all the time.
I’m now in temporary accommodation.  I lost my way a few years ago and got involved in crime.  It was a very lonely place, but since having Bailey he’s helped turn my life around.  He’s a life saver.  There may not be words from him but there is communication there.
When you’re stood there hungry, and no one’s noticing you, just walking by as if you don’t count, in your mind it convinces you that you are worthless, that you don’t count but with him, he looks to me for his food, he looks to me for love, he looks to me to play with him.  It gives me a role, and a purpose to get up, and behave.  If I get arrested and go to prison, I’ll lose my dog and he’d get put in a home.  He’s an extra incentive to be good and not get into trouble.  I’ve met so many interesting people because I have a dog, who otherwise wouldn’t give me the time of day.  I take him for walks, and it changes my mindset to feeling happier. 
He sleeps under the covers with me.  He’s just always there for me.  It’s all about love.  And through him I’ve learnt how to give love, and more importantly receive it, and he loves me unconditionally.  It’s wonderful.  I count my blessings every day”.

Dogs offer vital help to the homeless.  They provide them with unconditional love at a time when much of society has turned their back on them and they protect their owners from the many dangers of the streets.  Homeless owners will often choose to go hungry themselves rather than see their companion go hungry. 





Pupil Response:

I think it’s interesting that dog spelt backwards spells God, and the love a dog shows its owner is like a reflection of the love God has for us.  Christian’s believe God’s love is unconditional, that means its freely given to us without us having to do anything in return – just like Bailey, a loyal, faithful, dog.
Psalm 136 says ‘The Lord is good, his love endures (lasts) forever!

Reflection:

Invite 7 children to come to the front to spell out the word H A R V E S T. (one letter for each child to hold – they can shuffle around to spell each of the words in BOLD below as you read).

HARVEST is a time when we thank God for the food, he provides for us and for all the good things we have, including our pets which give us such great companionship.
	This HARVEST time
	As we EAT and enjoy our food
	Let’s open our HEARTS
	To give what we HAVE
	With other people who need to EAT
	Because to love is to SHARE
	We can help SAVE the lives of people like Andy and Bailey 
	Living on the streets.

Prayer:
God, thank you for your love, and for all the good things you give us.  Thank you for dogs and pets which give us so much enjoyment, but who are also such a help to so many people.  Please help us to share what we have with others and we pray for all the people living on the streets that they might know your love and provision too.  Amen.  




















Assembly 4:  Camel

Theme/Values/Keywords:  Can you be like a camel?  Would you be prepared to give up your load to achieve the possible?  This assembly focuses on our attitude towards our possessions.  What are we prepared to sacrifice/give up in order to achieve our dreams, goals and ambitions?   Humility, trust, love of money, possessions, priorities. Who or what comes first in our lives? All things are possible with God! 

Story:	The Rich Young Man (Matthew 19:23-26, Luke 18:18-30 or Mark 10:13-16)

Suggested Entry Music: You won’t get to heaven on the back of a camel (Doug Horley)

Resources: White A4 sheets of paper & scissors and a pre-cut example of the A4 sheet of paper.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5E-Qnfo8ql8
A safety needle and some wool thread (a needle threader – on standby!) and a needle with cotton threaded.

Introduction/Hook
Show the children a plain piece of A4 paper.  Do you think it would be possible for me to step through this piece of paper (my whole body) without tearing it? Invite some children up to try cutting it to step through it – no, it seems to be impossible.  Ok, we’ll come back to that a bit later.
Does anyone think they can thread this wool through the eye of this needle so that I can mend my sock with a hole in the toe.  No, again it’s very difficult because the wool is too big to get through the eye of the needle.
This reminds me of a story in the bible where Jesus talked about camels.  Jesus said, ‘It is easier for a camel to get through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to get into God’s kingdom’.
Today, our amazing animal is a CAMEL.  We’ll be looking at this story to find out what Jesus meant, but first let’s find out a bit more about Camels.

Some fun facts … Did you know camels were the best dressed animals in the bible?  Used for travelling across the desert, often they wore gold chains around their necks!
Camels have long eyelashes and a protective eyelid to keep the sand from getting in their eyes during sandstorms. They can even close their nostrils.
There are two different types of camels – the dromedary camel has one hump
The Bactrian camel has two humps.  Do you know what a camel with three humps is called?  Humphrey!! (that’s a joke – there’s are no three humped camels).
Camels are usually found in desert type climates.  The camels hump is very useful.  It’s not filled with water.  It consists of stored fat which the camels can resource when food and water are very limited, so camels can go for days without water or food.  Camels can survive for up to six months without food or water.  These sturdy and strong animals can carry up to 500 pounds on their backs.  The word ‘camel’ is Arabic and means beauty (Show a picture of a really ugly camel).





Main content: Bible Story “The Man with a Lot of Money” (Mark 10)

One day a rich young man came to Jesus and asked him what he needed to do to go to heaven.  Jesus answered him, “You know the commandments, ‘do not murder, do not steal, do not commit adultery, don’t cheat, show respect for your parents.”
“Oh, I’ve done all of that since I was a child”,’ the young man told Jesus.
“You must do one more thing”, Jesus said, “You must sell all that you have and give the money to the poor.”

The young man turned and walked away.  He was very sad.  You see, he was very wealthy, and he was not willing to give up his wealth – not even to go to heaven.  He loved his money too much to part with it.
Then Jesus turned to his disciples and said, “It’s very hard for a rich person to enter God’s kingdom, It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than it is for a rich person to enter into the kingdom of heaven.’
The disciples were astounded.  It seemed to them that everything in life was easier for people with lots of money.  They asked Jesus “who then can be saved?”.  Jesus replied, “with man, this is impossible, but with God, all things are possible!”

Pupil Response:

Putting a thread through the eye of a needle can be difficult!  Trying to put a camel through the eye of a needle? That wouldn’t be difficult, it would be impossible.  Does that mean that Jesus was saying it is impossible for a rich man to enter heaven?  No, Jesus was saying that it’s harder, but not impossible.  Jesus was referring to the man’s priorities in life.  He loved his money too much to want to give it up, even for eternal life.
In life, in order to achieve our goals and ambitions, it’s sometimes necessary for us to be prepared to give up some of the things we love in order to achieve our long-term dreams.  For example, an athlete in training might need to give up eating certain foods they enjoy to achieve their best performance.
In the same way, Jesus was seeing whether the rich man loved his money more than he loved God.
· Show the threaded needle… this was difficult to thread but it was possible
· Climb through the cut paper … this seemed impossible, but it is possible.
Reflection:

There is a gate in Jerusalem that has been named the ‘Eye of the Needle’.  This gate only opened after the main gate was closed at night.  A camel could only pass through this smaller gate if it were stooped down, and had its baggage removed.
What would you be prepared to give up in order to achieve your goals and ambitions?
Who or what comes first in your life? 

Prayer:

God,
As we work hard to achieve our goals and ambitions help us to have the right priorities and attitude.  Help us to have the humility to give things up if necessary, to achieve the possible. Thank you that with you all things are possible. Amen.

Assembly 5:  Doves/Pigeons 
Theme/Values/Keywords:  This assembly looks at the Dove which is an important symbol to Christians. It represents peace (the opposite of war), the Holy Spirit (when Jesus was baptised) and is also linked to the RAF. There are many amazing wartime stories of when pigeons/doves were used to deliver messages. Can we be messengers of peace to others? Love, forgiveness, messages, good communication, peace. 
Bible Reference: Matt 3: 13-17 Luke 3:21 (The baptism of Jesus)  
Suggested Entry Music: The Blessing
Resources: Instructions for making a paper dove, squared white paper dove https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MHujwo6aCzU(Watch here)                           
(https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/origami-peace-dove-instructions-2540776)                                                  
Paper Doves with messages  
Paper dove 1: This is my beloved son with whom I’m well pleased. 
Paper dove 2: Peace be with you 
Introduction/Hook 
As we continue our assembly theme of ‘Amazing Animals’. I wonder what Amazing Animal will feature in our story today. (You may like to recap previous animals/assemblies) 
Display pictures of a dove and a pigeon. What’s the difference? There is in fact no scientific difference, they are the same species. So even though we tend to think of doves as being completely white and smaller than pigeons. They are in fact the same. So next time you visit the park you can say you have fed the doves, or you can say that you have seen pigeons being released at a wedding!  
Main content: Doves have been used on many occasions throughout history to give messages to people. Can anybody tell me how a dove was used in the story of Noah? (It returned with an olive leaf, so Noah knew it was safe to leave the ark).  
I have two paper doves here with messages written on them, so I will need 4 helpers. Two to send the message and two to receive the messages. (Throw doves and get children to read out the messages. 
Paper dove 1: This is my beloved son with whom I’m well pleased. - This was what God said as Jesus came out of the water at His baptism. At the same time a dove appeared representing the Holy Spirit. Matt 3:17
Paper dove 2: Peace be with you- Christians believe that Jesus came to bring peace to everyone, and doves are traditionally known to be symbols of peace. John 20: 21
Peace is the opposite of war. On the 11th November each year, we remember all those who lost their lives during the world wars. (Remembrance Day). Today we are going to hear the story of G.I Joe an amazing pigeon who delivered a very important message during WW2, which saved the lives of many people.      
During World War II, many countries were at war and many people lost their lives during the war. Germany, Italy, Japan and a few other countries fought on one side and were known as the Axis.  They were fighting against America, England, France, who were called the Allies.
In October 1943, The Americans planned to bomb a small village in Italy called Colvi Vecchia, that had been captured by the German army.  While the Americans were busy planning their attack, little did they know that their British friends, had already taken control of the village and defeated the German army. The British soldiers celebrated- they were overjoyed that they had taken back control of the town!  
However, there was a problem... The Americans did not know of this victory and were still planning to go ahead with the bombing.  The British soldiers soon realised that they were in danger. If the bombing went ahead, they could be seriously injured or even killed! They urgently needed to get a message across to the American army to stop the bombing. 
The British decided to radio through a message to the American army base. But, unfortunately, the radio transmission kept failing. However hard they tried; the British could not contact them. What were they going to do? Time was running out before the village was due to be bombed.  The British army only had one more option- a messenger pigeon by the name of "G.I. Joe".  With a message attached to his leg, G.I. Joe flew 20 miles in 20 minutes to the American army base in Italy. He arrived just in the nick of time, before the war planes took off.  Much to the relief of the British soldiers, the whole village and 150 British troops were saved. How amazing that a messenger pigeon was able to save so many lives by delivering a message of peace. 
G.I. Joe was later awarded the Dickin Medal for Gallantry and to this day is remembered as a hero. 
Pupil Response:                                                                                                                                         G.I Joe was one of many pigeons who helped save lives during WWI and WW2 because they enabled good communication. Interestingly, the Tactical Communications Wing, a body within the Royal Air Force, have a dove as the main image on their crest. Many doves and pigeons were used during the war as an effective way of communicating.  Often when we get ourselves into arguments and fallout with those around us, it is because there is a breakdown in communication.  
Reflection: 
I wonder... could you be like a dove today and be a messenger of peace?                                                      What would your message be?                                                                                                                               Who would you send it to?                                                                                                                          Would it be good news?                                                                                                                                                Will it help bring peace to those around you? 

Before going back to Heaven Jesus said, “I leave you peace – my peace I give you …John 14:27
Prayer:
God, thank you for your message of peace. Help us to be good communicators sharing peace with others. We pray for all those who face war and conflict around the world. May they also know your peace. Amen 






































Assembly 6:  Lions

Theme/Values/Keywords:  An assembly to help us understand that it is important to stand up for your beliefs and Christians believe their faith enables them to do so. Explore the exciting story of Daniel in the lion’s den. Can we be courageous like Daniel and be prepared to stand up for what we believe in?
individual liberty, tolerance, resilience, choices, courage

Bible Reference: Daniel 6

Suggested Entry Music: King of Me (Rend Co. Kids)

Resources: lion masks, scroll, crown, true/false cards	

Introduction/Hook
As we continue our assembly theme of ‘Amazing Animals’, today we will be thinking about Lions.
Game: True of False Facts about Lions (use PowerPoint/cards)
Here are 6 amazing facts about lions? Can you decide which ones are true or false?                                         
1. Lions only live in the wild in two parts of the world- Africa and India.                                                                True: In the past they used to roam southern Europe and the Middle East.
2. Lions are the largest big cat species in the world.                                                                                                                     False: A male lion weighs about 500 pounds and grows to eight feet in length. It sounds impressive, but tigers are larger, reaching 850 pounds and 11 feet long.
3. Lions live in the jungle.                                                                                                                    False: Even though lions are known as “King of the Jungle,” they live in grasslands and plains – not the jungle.
4. A lion’s roar can be heard from as far as 5 miles away.                                                                                                True:  Male lions have the loudest roar of any big cat species. Their roar helps them find other lions as well as to proclaim their territory.
5. A lion may sleep up to 20 hours a day.                                                                                                    True:  Male lions spend 18 to 20 hours a day snoozing, while females get 15 to 18 hours of shuteye. The lionesses spend more time hunting and taking care of cubs, which is why they get slightly less sleep. And following a large meal, lions may even sleep up to 24 hours.
6. A lion can live up to 30 years old.                                                                                           False: Lions live for about 10-16 years in the wild Male lions tend to live shorter because they sometimes engage in deadly fights with rival males. Captive lions, both males and females can live more than 20 years. (Oldest lion ever recorded was 28 years old)
Well, why all this talk about lions? Lions feature in today’s Bible story. Lions are often considered to be symbols of power, strength and courage. Today’s story is from the Old Testament and we learn about a man named Daniel. Daniel loved and obeyed God. In today’s story we find out how Daniel was prepared to stand up for his beliefs even when his future looked bleak.
Main Content:
Daniel was a Jewish man who had lived in the city of Babylon for many years. He arrived there as a teenager and had grown up to be a very successful man. In fact, he was the second most important man in the whole of Babylon after King Darius (the ruler of Babylon). King Darius liked Daniel because he was kind, humble and especially wise. Daniel was the King’s chief advisor and helped to rule Babylon sensibly. King Darius was always impressed with his fair laws and clever ideas. He soon became the King’s favourite worker.

Although Daniel enjoyed working for King Darius, there was someone he loved more than his job. Above everything in the world, Daniel loved God. Every day he could be seen at his window praying to God. Not once, not twice but three times a day. 

Back at the palace, some of the other advisors were unhappy. They did not like Daniel and certainly did not like him overseeing them. They were bitterly jealous of him. So, they decided to find a way to get him into trouble. Sooner or later they hatched a plan and went to see the king.

 “Your Majesty,” they said craftily.                                                                                                     “We request you make a new law,” they continued.  “The new law will state that, no one, can pray to anyone but you- the king. If anyone was to break this law, they will be thrown in a den of lions.”  King Darius thought this was a great idea, so he agreed and signed the law with his own royal seal. Little did he know they were setting a trap for Daniel.
News of the law spread across Babylon and it wasn’t long before Daniel heard the news. That very morning, Daniel got out of bed, knelt by the window, bowed his head and prayed- not to the king but to God.  Whilst Daniel was praying, someone was watching him. Before, he could even open his eyes, he was grabbed and marched from his house to the palace to receive his punishment from the king. The jealous advisors rubbed their hands together in delight. “We’ve got Daniel now!” they laughed.
The King was horrified when Daniel was presented before him Not only was he a fantastic worker, but they were close friends.  King Darius realised he’d been tricked! Sadly, it was too late. There was nothing he could do. Daniel would have to be thrown in the pit of hungry lions. The king walked with Daniel to the pit. Just before he was thrown in. King Darius did something surprising: he whispered a prayer to Daniel’s God asking for him to keep Daniel safe. Then, the pit was sealed with a very large stone.
That night, King Darius had the most terrible night’s sleep. He tossed and turned in his bed thinking about poor Daniel. He knew Daniel was a good, honest man who had served him well and did not deserve to die. 
As soon as the first rays of light peeked through the window of his royal bedroom, King Darius sprung out of bed and raced down to the lion pit. He ordered his servants to remove the large stone and called down into the darkness and waited. To his surprise, he heard Daniel’s voice echoing back through the pit.” My King,” he replied. “My God sent his angel to close the lion's mouths. They have not hurt me, because my God knows I am innocent. I never did anything wrong to you, my king.”  King Darius was overjoyed and ordered Daniel to be pulled out of the pit immediately. He could not believe that Daniel didn’t even have one scratch on him. King Darius knew that Daniel had trusted in God and God had kept him safe. 
Pupil Response:

How did Daniel show courage in the story? He stood up for what he believed and chose to continue praying even when he faced opposition from people around him.
The people working for the king were not very tolerant of Daniel because he was different. What can we learn from the reaction of those people? We can learn to be more tolerant of others especially if they are a bit different from us.
Reflection:
Do you ever have moments when you must stand up for what you believe in?
It’s not very easy at all, is it?
It is often an easier option to back down and fit in with the crowd.

Throughout history it’s thanks to brave people who have stood up for what they believe in that we have such freedom in our country today. 
Christians, like me, believe that God will help us during these difficult times and we’re not on our own. In this time of reflection, let us be thankful for those courageous people who have paved the way for us to enjoy individual liberty and freedom.

I wonder…. Are you prepared to stand up for what you believe in?

Prayer: God, thank you that even when Daniel knew that he had a difficult decision to make. You gave him the courage to do so. Please help us to be brave and courageous like Daniel when we are faced with hard choices. Amen










Assembly 7:  Sheep

Theme/Values/Keywords: In this assembly we look at the importance of humility. God choose to share the birth of His precious son Jesus with the Shepherds watching their flock in the fields on the hills of Bethlehem
Humble, humility, gratitude, appreciation

Bible Reference: Luke 2

Suggested Entry Music: The Shepherd’s Song (Phil Wickham)

Resources: Sheep related objects for hook clues-woolly jumper or scarf, mint sauce, ball of wool, knitting needles, ricotta cheese, sheepskin slippers, carpet, tennis ball (covering)

Props/Costumes for story telling Christmas story

Introduction/Hook

This is our final assembly in our Amazing Animals series. Who can remember any of the amazing animals we looked at so far? (Take children’s responses)                                                                   
Today I have brought in several objects associated with today’s animal. Display the clues one at a time and allow the children (or create two teams) to guess today’s animal.  Order of clues:
1. Tennis ball (felt covering is made from sheep’s wool)
2. Carpet (small square of carpet)
3. Ricotta cheese
4. Sheep skin slippers
5. Knitting needles
6. Mint sauce

Can anyone guess what today’s animal is? Yes…. it’s a sheep.
Main Content:
The night began just as any another night for the shepherds in the fields around Bethlehem. The sheep were due to be sold soon in the market in the nearby city of Jerusalem, so they were keeping a very close eye on them. They would be bought as offerings to God. They had to be in perfect condition, with no scratched ears or torn legs. Whilst guarding their sheep, the shepherds huddled around the fire to keep warm and shared stories to entertain each other throughout the night and keep awake.
Suddenly the quiet night sky was a blaze of light and the glorious shining figure an angel stood before them! The shepherds were terrified, but the angel said, “Don’t be frightened. I have come with good news for you. It will bring joy to the whole world. This very day a baby was born in Bethlehem. He is Christ the Lord! Go and see him for yourselves. You will see him tightly wrapped and lying in a manger.” Suddenly, a whole host of angels filled the sky and the air was filled with beautiful singing. Then, just as quickly as they had come, the angels disappeared. Slowly the sky sank back into darkness and silence.
The shepherds looked at one another. Was this really happening? Or was it a dream? “Let’s go and find out if this is true,” they said. They raced across the field to the sleeping town of Bethlehem. There they found Joseph and Mary and the little baby lying in a manger- just as the angel had promised. At once, they fell to their knees to worship him. They shared with Joseph and Mary all that had happened and the message the angel had brought them. Mary said nothing but just listened and smiled as she heard the wonderful things that had been said about their new-born son. 
As the shepherds hurried back to care for their sheep, they were full of joy because all had turned out, just as the angel had promised. They sang at the top of their voices praising God as they were humbled that God had chosen to share the good news with them- the shepherds!
Pupil Response:

If you had good news, who would you tell first? When something wonderful happens, the first people I want to tell are those closest to me and those most important in my life. 
So why on earth did God send an angel to the shepherds with the good news first? 

Shepherds were poor. They were the lowest of society and they even smelt terrible. They had no power or influence. They were uneducated and simple. So why did God choose them?
Firstly, the shepherds had the capacity to be humbled and amazed that God had chosen them. Secondly, because they were so amazed that they couldn’t keep the news to themselves.  
They certainly were not worried about what other people thought of them. And, when they spread the word people were amazed. They were humble and did just what God wanted them to do. They told others and their lives were never the same again. God chose the shepherds because of their humility.


Reflection: We may not be shepherds. but we too are capable of being humble like the shepherds. Perhaps over this Christmas period, we can try to share what we have with others.  We can show thanks and gratitude for all that we have. Who will you share your exciting moments with this Christmas?
Prayer: God, thank you for Christmas and for sending Jesus into the world to be our Saviour. Help us to be humble like the shepherds and show and appreciation and gratitude for all that we receive this Christmas. Amen
Play this song at the end of the assembly as the children leave
Christmas Story- Use ‘The Shepherd’s song’- Tell the Shepherd’s Story 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=McaM1YMXOyE

HAPPY CHRISTMAS!
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