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Bible Reflection 2

Jesus said - You give them something to eat!                     

Slide 1
As was said earlier - Jesus response was so unexpected by the disciples and was so challenging, but it is also a response full of promise. { consider the ten commandments as ten promises eg ”Because you are connected to Me you shall not…}
If we can get a hold of this it is such an empowering response from Jesus.

Why? Jesus wasn’t playing around but he wanted to stretch their faith and expectations. Jesus saw the disciples as who they were in relationship with God and as willing and available to co-work with God.

Testimonies: Rose caring for 11 orphans, able to house, feed, clothe, educate them from her onion growing even paying children pocket money from working the land in holidays. John, orphaned at 3, never finished secondary education. He and another Area Supervisor have seen visible economic transformation in their area and he is chairman of board of governors at local secondary school.

The disciples had an interesting journey: they had been trained up by Jesus. About three years of practical day to day: watching, learning, copying, catching.    Slide 2
After the death and resurrection they were transformed within by the Holy Spirit, the sanctifier. Jesus had promised He, the Spirit, would teach and remind them of all things. They had a revelation of the Salvation brought about through the death and resurrection of Jesus (that I consider the pivotal event of all history and there was a gradual unfolding of what that salvation meant.  


          Slide 3                                                                                  
Then they were thrust out confident that He who had begun a good work in them would perform it until Christ returned.





Slide 4
They were all martyred, (the 12 + the 70) they followed Christ even to death, so convinced they were of the salvation they preached and demonstrated.

I’d like us to look at some basics, so that we have a right perspective of ourselves.              Slide 5 We are spiritual beings. We have been given a spirit (and it will return to God who gave it when we die (Eccles 12:7)). 1Th 5:23  May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. We have a soul, which is perhaps represented as our mind, our will, our emotions and we live in a mortal body.

Slide 6 I have a diagram borrowed from the Chalmers centre which encourages us to have those right perspectives on ourselves and our relationships.

The different types of relationship are those we have with the one God in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We also have relationship with ourself, other human beings and the world we live in. If we ignore one of these, the wheel representation of our life is likely to be an uncomfortable, bumpy ride.

There are many personality profiling models which can help us to be self aware and understand how other people tick, they can be helpful. But let’s take a moment to consider who we are in God’s eyes.

Slide 7 Are you feeling you’re pretty OK and got life all together? Maybe a bit of pride and independence from trusting and relying on God is creeping in. Rom 12:3 Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you.Or are you aware you are not all singing and dancing, still with unresolved problems and issues? Is that humility or is it highlighting where you are not responding to the changes God wants to bring to your life. John 14:12-14 Whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.
Slide 8 I think Jesus saw his disciples as who they were in God. I feel if we get that perspective right it will transform our possibilities to “give them something to eat” in whatever way God wants us to.

What do you think is His opinion of you? Do you know He looks at you and calls you “beloved”. He sees you as delightful, forgiven. Do you know His love makes you loveable? Do you hide from Him? 
I am realising more and more the amazing salvation that is ours through the death and resurrection of Jesus. Truly that was the pivotal event in all history, and gives us the possibility to live life to the full as God desires for each of us.

If you are not sure, have doubts about what God thinks about you. Respond for prayer before you leave and expect God to touch your whole being.
I’m sure you are here because you have a heart to see positive change in this world. You are aware of the neediness and you want to contribute to answers.

Slide 9 There are a myriad ways to respond to needs. I jotted down a few:
Earn money and write a cheque; get “down and dirty” face to face with need, be forward thinking and “Out of the box”, change the level of need - for instance tacking poor mental health, or creating employment, become a championer of change- politically, judicially, economically. I know there will be great creativity, just in this room.

Slide 10 But even so we all need our mindsets challenged as Jesus did with the 12. “You give them something to eat”. Jesus isn’t taunting us with the impossible. He is wanting to bring to us truth so that we can take practical action.
Slide 11 Jesus was working with the disciples to

· Grow their faith through understanding and experiencing who they are as children of God

· Understand and use the power they had access to as his followers. 
He is wanting to do the same in us and through us.
Are we available and willing? 
Reflections and discussion.  Slide 12
What wrong belief is holding me back from:-
a) Trusting God?

b) Stepping out in the desires of my heart that God has put there.  
Which “spoke of the wheel” needs my attention next:

Relationship to: God

                        Self 

                        Others

                        World
Helpful and challenging scriptures:-

Rom 8:19  For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 

Rom 8:22  We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 

Rom 8:23  Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 

Rom 8:24  For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 

Rom 8:25  But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 

Rom 8:26  In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 

Rom 8:27  And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God's people in accordance with the will of God. 

Rom 8:28  And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 

Rom 8:29  For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 

Rom 8:30  And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 

Rom 8:31  What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 

Rom 8:32  He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all--how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 

Rom 8:33  Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 

Rom 8:34  Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 

Rom 8:35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 

Rom 8:36  As it is written: "For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." 

Rom 8:37  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 

Rom 8:38  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 

Rom 8:39  neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Mat_16:19  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 
Mat_18:18  "Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.

Rom 12:3  For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 
Joh 14:12 - 14  Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.
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