el

The Role of the College

For the illumination cf this topic, the
role of the College, we resorted to various stu-
dents from different areas and ages of College
study. Mr Donnelly agreed to provide a short
historical background. Each of the others was
asked to analyse the value (if any) of his College
experience t0 him and, by implication, to his Co-
operative organisation and community and from
that perspective to give his views on its future.
At tue last, irretrlevable moment two of our most
distinguished graduates from past College
courses in Co-operative development overseas
were unable to submit their articles. We regret
their loss and are warmly grateful to those who
responded..

- By way of framework within which to set
the pieces here are some facts and figures from
the history of the College.

1., SOME DATES AND FIGURES

1919 Classes in Holyoake House, headquarters of
the Co-operative Union designated as the
Co—operative College within the responsib-—
ility of the Unionj; Professor Fred Hall
appointed first Principal; 10 students.

1925 First College hostel acquired at Kersal.

g

Death of Professor Hall.

37 students: courses of varying length and
content.

g
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1939

1244

1945

1946

1247

28

Dr John Thomas Principal of Colleges

Silver Jubilée Appeal for £250,000
launched.

Stanford Hall acquired and College and
Education Department moved from
Holyoake Houses

Mr R¢ L. liarshall appointed Principalj

95 students for first tern of 1946~T = in
social studies, management and secretary-
ship.

First course on Co-operation in the devel-
cping countries, prepared in association
with British government; move to pattern
of longer term courses sought for College
studies for Union's awards in social sci-
ence, management and secretaryship.

Link with British Institute of Management
for provision of Intermediate Certificate
in Lianagement Studies, particularly for
Wholesale Society students.

Introduction of Diploma in Political,
Economic and Social Studies awarded by
University of Nottingham to replace Union's
award.

First Co-operative College Paper issued.
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Completion of Fred Abbotis secretarial
wing with single study~bedrooms for
40 students.

Inauguration of klanagement Development
Scheme, for recruitment and training of
participants, particularly from
Universities.

New dining room built and fitted.

Discussion on adoption by the Union of
"national" courses in secretaryship and
retail management in place of their own
awards and in future years this process
carried out.

Introduction at College of Diploma in Co-
operative Development Overseas awarded by
Loughborough University of Technology.

Inauguration of direct g¢rants by the Depar-
tment of Education and Science to the
provision of the University of Nottingham
diploma and by the Ministry of Overseas
Development to the provision of the Certi-
ficate and Diploma in Co—operative devel-
opment overseas.

Golden Jubilee of College celebrated:
College =mndowment Fund set up, particularly
for development of research.
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Establishment of the Training Executive,
representing the Co-operative Union and
Wholesale and Retail societies to take
responsibility under the Central Executive
of the Unien for central services in staff
education and training, including those at
the College.

Agreement in principle by the Union for
substantial adaptation and extension of liv-
ing, working, study and recreational accom—
modation at the Hall. :

Congress decision to increase subscriptions
from societies to support a programme of
adaptation and extension and commitments

of financial help from Co-—operative Whole-
sale Society and Co-operative Insurance
Society.

Retirement of Dr R. L. llarshall as Principgl.
Dr Re. Houlton appointed as successor and
beginning of review of the role and organ=-
isation of the College.

Co~-operative Liaison Education and Research
unit established at College as joint ven—
ture with Overseas Development Administra-
tion - offering a research and counselling
service to Co-operative organlsatlons and
overseas governments.

Extension of links with Co-operative Bank
and establishment of Bank Training Centre
at Hall,
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1980 More specialised diploma courses established
in the provisions for Co-operative development
overseas; programme completed for the adap-
tation and extension of the accommodation
to provide for 136 students.

2. Student Numbers in College:
Provisions over the Decades

411 statistics should be treated with care,
if not scepticism - and particularly those that
follow on the courses provided by the College!
Some have had to be calculated from tables in the
Annual Reports of the Co-~operative Union where
the bases have varied; and they do not include
member—education provisions mainly in short
courses of various kinds which are difficult to
allocate between the Education Department and
the College and to gather on anything like a
uniform basis for each of the years. However
the figures do cover the great majority of part-
icipants in provisions by the College and indi-
cate general trends.
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