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October’s segment marked the end of this year’s competition and the relatively low number of attempts to set a time up the undulating Andover road, saw the year out with a whimper.

In the women’s competition, the times remained super-close, with Isla Hoult picking up first place with a quick time of 05:08. Close behind was Annie Dixey with a time of 05:13 and Franie Ng closed off the podium with a time of 05:29.

The final ranking for this year’s women’s GC competition are as follows:

Topping the table and our 2023 women’s champion, with an impressive 136 points, is Annie Dixey. Super-close behind after 10 months of hard-fought riding, Franie Ng takes second place with 131 points. Isla Hoult rounds off this year’s women’s podium with a late season surge seeing her accumulate 108 points in total.

This year has seen an exciting women’s competition, with very close times and 9 different women club members testing themselves in competition, over the course of the year. Hopefully next year’s competition can build on this success and renewed interest.

In the men’s competition, yet again, for the 10th successive month (which is as far as we know a new club record), Oscar Hoult took the top spot, with a fast time of 04:23. George Bentall put in a great effort to secure second place with a time of 04:47 and Jim Cascarini closed off the men’s podium for October with a time of 05:47.

The final ranking for this year’s men’s GC competition are as follows:

Sitting atop the table with a quite unbelievable ‘maximum’ points tally of 165, this year’s men’s champion is Oscar Hoult. Taking second place behind Oscar, with an impressively consistent performance across the course of the year, on 113 points, is Jim Cascarini. Some way behind the top two, third place goes to Matt Gilmour on 42 points.

Similar to the women’s competition, this year saw 48 different riders try their luck in the men’s competition and we look forward to a similar level of interest for 2024.

Congratulations to Oscar and Isla who win the free hot drink and slice of cake from South Downs Social café, for winning the October segment.

And a very big congratulations to both Oscar and Annie, who are our men’s and women’s GC competition winners for 2023. They both win the gift prize from South Down’s Social, who have very kindly continued to support and sponsor our club’s annual segment of the month competition throughout the course of 2023. 

Next year’s competition will see some changes in an attempt to open up and encourage the opportunities to participate and compete to a wider audience within the club. Look out for more details soon.

Results and position for October segment challenge and final GC ranking for 2023

Men’s October results

	Position
	Name
	Time
	Points

	1
	Oscar Hoult
	04:23
	15

	2
	George Bentall
	04:47
	12

	3
	Christopher Purver
	05:47
	10

	4
	Jim Cascarini
	05:54
	8



Women’s October results

	Position
	Name
	Time
	Points

	1
	Isla Hoult
	05:08
	15

	2
	Annie Dixey
	05:13
	12

	3
	Franie Ng
	05:29
	10



Men’s final GC position 2023

	Position
	Name
	Points

	1
	Oscar Hoult
	165

	2
	Jim Cascarini
	113

	3
	Matt Gilmour
	42

	4
	Sam Talent
	34

	4
	George Bentall
	34

	6
	Christopher Purver
	33

	7
	Adam Kiernan
	21

	8
	Bobby Buenfeld
	20

	9
	Martin Evans 
	18

	10
	Callum Brownlie
	17

	11
	Thunder Thighs
	16

	11
	Alastair Mucklow
	16

	13
	James Locke
	12

	14
	Tim Underwood
	11

	15
	William Hart
	10

	15
	Brian Wallace
	10

	15
	Oscar Lawrence
	10

	15
	Raf Izak
	10

	19
	James Fox
	8

	19
	John Metcalfe
	8

	19
	Bart Huby
	8

	19
	Max Flesher
	8

	19
	Daniel Mahony 
	8

	19
	Nick Richens
	8

	25
	Nick Tarmey
	6

	26
	David Martin 
	5

	26
	Jameie McPherson
	5

	26
	Western King
	5

	29
	Antony Smith
	4

	30
	Michael Wise
	3

	30
	James Wells
	3

	30
	James Cocker 
	3

	30
	John Fradgley
	3

	30
	Steve Brunt
	3

	35
	Graham Johnston
	2

	36
	Ed Gurney
	1

	36
	John Metcalfe
	1

	38
	Mark Carlisle
	0

	39
	Keith Irvine
	0

	40
	Jonnie Talbot-Weiss
	0

	41
	Hamish Hunter
	0

	42
	Adrian Baxter
	0

	43
	Dirk Diggler
	0

	44
	Dave Pilkington
	0

	45
	Rob Wylie
	0

	46
	Chas Starling
	0

	47
	John K
	0

	48
	Stuart Gilmour
	0



Women’s final GC position 2023

	Position
	Name
	Points

	1
	Annie Dixey
	136

	2
	Franie Ng
	131

	3
	Isla Hoult 
	108

	4
	Vanda Kyselicova
	55

	5
	Fran Benoist-Eatwell
	31

	6
	Yana Polyak
	22

	7
	Kate Stoddard
	18

	8
	Marianne Durell
	14

	9
	Ellen Bryson
	12



