Velo Club Venta Race Team Report 2023-24
The definition of the “Venta Race Team” was expanded in 2024 shifting the emphasis away from almost uniquely incorporating road and circuit racing to recognise the greater number of members now participating in other disciplines including track, cyclocross, MTB cross-country and gravel racing. If you pin a number on your back in any competitive event, you are considered part of the race team.
Although our own event organisation was limited to the Venta road race, the Watercress time trial and the inter-club time trial against Sotonia, the race team were once again supported at “Race as a Team” events in 2024 on the road circuit at Thruxton in April, the Southern XC MTB race at Basingstoke also in April and the Wessex League CX event at Fairthorne Manor in September. Race as a team is aimed at encouraging members who may not race regularly to pin on a number and ride in an event knowing that there will be other club members present.
Velo Club Venta Road Race: The Venta road race in April run as a 3rd/4th category race again saw a full complement of club riders in the sold-out field of sixty racers and a dominant victory for club rider Hamish Hunter who took the race with a solo victory after attacking on the final lap, Tommy Stroud also making the top ten.
Watercress Time Trial: Due to a date clash the annual “Watercress” time trial at Old Alresford was held on a Saturday this year instead of the normal Sunday date and with it a noticeable increase in traffic flow. Strong representation from the club though saw a home win with Bobby Buenfeld taking victory by just four seconds from Alex Murphy in the open TT bike category with five club members in the top ten. The open road bike contest saw Alistair Gardner in 2nd place and Oscar Lawrence in 7th. Danielle Forshaw also secured a home victory in the womens road bike. In total Venta riders made up 24 entries on the start list of 51 riders. Thanks to Ben Gibbs who organised a really successful event once again.
Inter-Club Time-Trial: The inter-club time trial against Sotonia in May saw the club retain bragging rights against our local rivals. Run on the P164 course at Lyndhurst and despite Sotonia having a significant numerical advantage (38 competitors from Sotonia to 24 from Venta) Venta riders dominated the open road bike category claiming the top four places and also the open TT category taking a 1,2. Nicola Ferguson was first woman to count in the combined womens category (behind a guest rider). Although Sotonia dominated the youth category where Isla Hoult was our only rider, a valuable 5th place from Isla helped ensure the trophy stayed firmly with Venta for another year.
Junior Race Team: We had high expectations from our junior squad in 2024 and they certainly did not disappoint delivering unprecedented success for the club on the National stage. The National Junior Road Series consisted of nine rounds in 2024 with multiple podiums. The squad consisting of Bobby Buenfeld, Alistair Gardner, Hamish Hunter and Tommy Stroud were active in all nine rounds. In the overall series standings Alistair finished in 21st place with Bobby 39th and Hamish 53rd. Highlights of the series included Alistair and Hamish taking 2nd and 3rd on stage two at the Tour of the Mendips. Alistair also took 2nd place on stage two at the North West tour and then a 3rd and 2nd place on stages four and five of the prestigious Junior Tour of Wales. Hamish added a further podium with his second consecutive 3rd place on stage three of the Tour of the Mendips. Bobby’s best result in the series saw him take 5th place on stage four in Wales. Tommy rode with great commitment and determination throughout the National road series and the squad were delighted to see his endeavour earn him victory at the Regional B Portmore Classic in September, reward for a season of real progress on the road. Alistair finished the season with a month block racing some kermesse in Belgium and came away from that experience with (I think) three wins. Away from the National road series Samuel Hughes, Corbin Gregson and Patrick Furze as first year juniors were active in local races, Patrick moving up from 4th cat to 3rd cat and Samuel from 3rd to 2nd cat during the season.  
Road and Circuit Racing: One of the biggest challenges for race organisers currently is hosting safe road racing and to that end we are grateful to Toby Leyland and all of the club members who help us to organise the highly regarded Venta road race each year. The biggest team entry this year at any event saw nine riders (plus two more second claim) cross to the Isle of Wight on a glorious Sunday in May, however, excitement and the realistic expectation of a strong team showing at the IoW road race was abruptly halted on the first lap after a serious accident caused the race to be cancelled. Thankfully none of our riders were involved. We are fortunate to have regular closed circuit racing available within an hour of Winchester at Thruxton, Goodwood, Abingdon, Hillingdon and, of course Portsmouth to name just five venues. Jack Tomlinson made only six starts during 2024 but was super strong in taking an early season win at Portsmouth where Corbin Gregson and Samuel Hughes also put in some consistent performances and Louis Browning also picking up regular ranking points that saw him move from 4th to 3rd cat in his first season of racing. Also congratulations to Oscar Lawrence who became the latest in a string of club riders to achieve regional colours when selected to represent BC South Region at the Youth tour of Scotland in April.
Time Trials: Apart from our highly successful Watercress time trial and the inter-club, members participating in time trials appears to have fallen off during the past couple of years following a post covid boom in 2021. We still though are able to celebrate another National Champion in 2024 after Alex Murphy won the Junior National Closed-Circuit Championship in August by more than 30 seconds. This was on the back of also winning the A3CRG time trial league at the same venue with a string of consistent rides across five rounds. The A3CRG league events were well supported by club members while out on the open road the ever-green Mike Naulls and Dani Forshaw have been the most frequent members representing the club regularly in events across the south. It is a definite priority to try and re-introduce a club time trials series in 2025, however finding local courses with an up to date risk assessment is easier said than done.    
Other Disciplines: I am anticipating that the cyclocross team will submit their own report, however very briefly Oscar Hoult won the 2023-24 U23 and Elite Wessex Cyclocross League. Judit Daniell was our best placed (11th) female rider while our V50’s won the team prize (Ty Miller, Ed Gurney, Chris Hutchings), with the V40s 3rd (Jorge Manso, David Spencer, Mike Warner).
 In other disciplines we had members wearing GB jerseys at World Championships, Nick Tamey and Chris Pawsey at the Gravel World Championships, before Chris then represented GB at The Grand Fondo Worlds. Both require national qualification. Malcolm also qualified for the World Gravels as well as competing at the World Cyclocross championships with Ty Miller and David Spencer. 
and finally:  Last but not least from a competitive perspective a huge thank you to our sponsors London Camera Exchange, Vankru Cycling and The Endurance Habit. Due to the continuing generosity of LCE we are able to offer refunds on a proportion of National race entry fees for our U23 riders along with subsidised club kit. The junior boys this year have certainly given the club and our sponsors significant exposure at a National level. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]We have always recognised particularly with our younger riders that we can only encourage and support them to a certain level before they head off to find other race opportunities within teams. Former club member Paul Double will (to the best of my knowledge) become the first Venta rider to feature in the world tour next season riding as a member of the Jayco Alula team. Alistair Gardner, Bobby Buenfeld, Hamish Hunter, Alex Murphy and Oscar Lawrence it would appear are all likely to be racing as first claim members in different colours during 2025 as they chase their own dreams and we wish them continued success wherever their own cycle pathway may lead them. You can rest assured however that they are all likely to feature regularly on club rides.    
